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THE remarkable record of successes achieved by 

Dellow cars since their introduction a few years 
ago is proof’of their ability to do a tough job, and 
proof also of the stamina and fine quality of Notwen, 
the oil exclusively recommended by Dellow Motors 
Limited. 


Ask for NOTWEN at your garage 


1, eee Seal 
Tubular chassis design of exce 
tubular frame body constructed integrally with the chassis 
for maximum rigidity. All-weather equipment. Powered 
with Ford 10-h.p. engine fitted with double valve springs. 

DEMONSTRATION MODEL AVAILABLE 

£497 plus purchase tax 

tendon and South Eastern Counties Distributors 
THE GORDON GARAGE (Dulwich) LTD., 
33/35 East Dulwich Road, London, S.E.22 
(Tel.: New Cross 2456) 
Agent for WADE Superchargers 


like motoring 


And we also like all you keen types 
who appreciate real motoring, so if 
you happen to be in our district do 
call in. 


We can always guarantee to have some 
interesting cars on view, and we enjoy 
“talking sports cars” as much as 
you do, so come and see us. 


J. BLAKE & C€0., LTD. 


Northern Sports Car Specialists 


110 BOLD STREET, LIVERPOOL | 


Tel.: ROYAL 6622 
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EDITORIAL 


Ge Tayor is the designer of the Alta, and his 
concern is directly interested in the future of Formula 
racing, Recently he instigated a meeting with repre- 
sentatives from B.R.M., H.W.M., Connaught and 
E.R.A., at which proposals for future formule were 
discussed. A further meeting was arranged, and on this 
occasion Earl Howe and Colonel Barnes (R.A.C. Com- 
petitions Committee) were present, Laurence Pomeroy 
acting as Technical Adviser to Earl Howe. It was 
agreed to ask Earl Howe to approach the F.LA. with 
a view ‘to securing their agreement on the following 
proposals : — 

(a) To carry on the present Formule 1 and 2 until 
the end of 1956, without alteration. (b) To super- 
impose a fuel limitation for gas turbines of 100 litres 
per 100 kilometres for Formula 1, and 25 litres per 100 
kilometres for Formula 2. This represents a maximum 
fuel consumption of 2.8 m.p.g., and 11.2 m.p.g. respec- 
tively. (c) In the event of the F.1.A. insisting upon a 
fuel limitation for both formule, Earl Howe would 
attempt to obtain agreement that the above fuel limita. 
tion would apply as well. (d) That the F.I.A. should 
have a meeting not later than the end of 1954 to decide 
the new formula commencing January, 1957. 

It will be noticed that there is no mentien of whether 
or not supercharged engines should be banned. No 
one can anticipate what attitude will be adopted by 
Italian and French delegates at the F.LA, meeting in 
Brussels tomorrow (Saturday). France’s failure to 
produce a raceworthy 1j-litre contender, even on 
a National basis, i.e. the C.T.A.-Arsenal, may be re- 
flected in an effort to influence the meeting to adopt 
an unsupercharged formula. Italy is known to have 
even faster 1}-litre cars than the all-conquering Type 
158 Alfa Romeo, and the recent announcement that 
Signor Colombo has rejoined the Milan organization 
makes it extremely likely that the “ flat-twelve” will 
replace the 8-cylinder car, to counter the opposition of 
the unsupercharged V-12 Ferrari, and Britain's 14-litre 
V-16 B.R.M. 

Other countries’ representatives, particularly those 
who have no direct interest in building or racing cars, 
may be influenced by the desire to ensure that the speed 
and spectacle of Grand Prix racing, as represented by 
supercharged cars, is continued. At any rate France 
will probably be the chief dissenter in continuing the 
existing Formula 1, and it is quite on the cards that 
she may receive support from the U.S.A., and even 
Germany, the last-named now being permitted to be 
represented on the F.LA. 

The adoption of a fuel limitation may assist in solving 
the many problems connected with streamlined body- 
work, not the least of which are brake-fade and 
directional instability at high speed, and may also 
encourage designers of gas-turbine engines to obtain the 
economy of operation which at present places this type 
‘of power-unit at a considerable disadvantage when com- 
pared with piston engines. 


“flat-four”, air-cooled 


Pecans new British 
Formula 2 engine will be described and illustrated 
in next week’s issue. 


. * * 


(les RHIANDO recently diced his Skirrow-J.A.P. in- 
side Earls Court, to give a demonstration of indoor 
midget car racing; which is highly popular in the U.S.A. 


* . . 


yeas: RICHMOND'S team of Mark V Coopers for 
Formula 3 racing will be handled by Alan Brown, 
Spike Rhiando and (temporarily) Stirling Moss. 


. . * 


Tix death is reported of Dr. Horch, late of the Auto- 
Union organization, and designer of the car that 
bears his name. 


* . . 


A the time of going to press, J. Leary is at Montlhéry 
seeking the International Class I Hour Record with 
his Mark V Cooper-J.A.P. 


* * - 


CASTROL’S excellent films, “Motor Sport” and “Motor- 

cycle Sport” are in so much demand by Clubs, that 

many additional 16 mm. copies have had to be printed. 
* * * 


AUTRUCHE’S “Monte Carlo Rally” six-cylinder 
Citroén may have been his 1950 “Alpine” car, but 
omens to John Gott, his victorious 1949 vehicle was 
a “four”. 
* . * 


EyYPNCe of the tremendous popularity of books deal- 
ing with motoring subjects is contained in the latest 
catalogue issued by Vivian Gray. Excluding periodicals, 
590 different titles are listed. 


. * * 


C= CHAPMAN gave a most interesting talk to mem- 
bers of the 750 Club at the “Red Cow”, Hammer- 
smith, on 7th February. He dealt with modifying the 
standard Austin Seven to make it suitable for “750” 
formula racing. 

+ * 


Noises apparently coming from John Cobb's Napier- 
Railton in the film “Pandora and the Flying Dutch- 
man”, are reported to have emanated from the exhaust 
of Rivers Fletcher’s M.G. Magnette. Incidentally, car 
models used in this film were the work of AUTOSPORT’S 
C. Posthumus. 


* * . 


LE, MANS has had 126 prospective entries for the 60 
places. These were:—France: 2cv Citroén (1), 12 
Dyna-Panhard-based cars, 17 Renault or Renault-based 
cars (4 official work’s entries), Delahaye (1), Diesel- 
Delettrez (1), Rovin (1), 8 Talbots and 10 Simcas, 6 of 
them being Gordinis. Great Britain: 8 Aston Martins, 
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Pit and Paddock 
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6 Jaguars, 5 Jowetts, 2 MGs, 3 Frazer-Nashes, 3 
Allards, 2’ Healeys, H-R.G. (1), Riley (1) and Bentley 
(1). Italy: 6 Ferraris, Fiat-Stanguellini (1), Osca (2). 
U.S.A.: Cunningham (3) and 2 others. Czechoslovakia: 
Aero-Minor (1). Germany: BMW (1), Porsche (4), 
Volkswagen (1), entered by Hubert Patthey. 21 entries 
have not specified cars. 


. * * 


AST ANGLIAN M.C. had both the Editor of Autosport 

and John Bolster to talk to their members after the 
A.G.M. at the “Bull”, Halstead on 11th February. The 
former gave a brief survey of “500 c.c. Racing", whilst 
J.V.B. delivered a humorous but intensely factual 
account of how he came to build “Bloody Mary” for 
£25. 


* . . 


Gyeacuse G.P. on 11th March is confirmed as being 
‘an International event for Formula I cars. It is the 
first leg of the Italian Formula I Championship. 


. * * 


M*:; ELEANOR ALLARD, driving the Allard coupé with 
which she won the Ladies’ Prize in the M.C.C. 
“1,000 Miles” Rally, is competing in the all-women Paris- 
St. Raphael Rally which starts on 28th February. Co- 
driver is her sister, Mrs. Edna Wood. 


* . . 


own British entries leave from 31 Belgrave Square, 
‘London, W.1, at 7 p.m. on 22nd February, to take 
part in the International Sestrieres Rally (23rd-26th 
February) organized by the Turin A.C. They are:— 
S. A. H. Emerson, J. Coombes, M. F. L. Faulkner, J. 
Cooper, J. F. Dalton, R. S. Bloomfield and R. J. E. 
Taylor. 
. . . 


AGta%D and Tabor, of Welwyn have acquired a 1i- 
litre Lester-M.G.-engined Lancia Augusta wit 
special Lester bodywork, for this season's sports-car 
racing. Driver will be W. R. Croysdill, who piloted it 
in its original form at Castle Combe. 


. . . 


TONE MACKLIN, at present in Switzerland, is hoping 
‘that John Heath will be able to join him for a few 
days. He adds: “All we need now is Stirling to make 
up an H.W.M. ski team”. 


* . * 


J. S.urtuett, (LRG) won the P.A, in the 
+ 9-M.G.C.C’’s Scottish Centre Spring Trial last 
Saturday. Peter Goodall (Dellow) took the opposite 
class. Report in next week’s issue. 


. . * 
S. @) S pepPT. K. Smith, 26 Fox Lane, Trecheville. 


Sheffield, 12, desperately wants to borrow a 
handbook for his 1936 Riley Falcon. Can anyone help? 
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Portrait Gallery 3 . 4 John Wyer 


2 P 
Copyright reserved for the Artist 


STON MARTINS made a happy choice when they selected John Wyer to manage the 
team of DB2 sports-racing cars. One of the “ back-room" boys of motor racing. 

By A. T. M. Acket John is an engineer of exceptional ability and also possesses that rare gift of being able 
to manage men as well as machines. As all Aston Martin enthusiasts will agree, the 

future of David Brown's admirable motor cars could not be in more capable hands. 


| EPs the many different V-12 
models manufactured by Ferrari 
of Modena, has evolved a very 
definite policy for sports cars. For 
this season, the concern is marketing 
three different chassis, the 195 Inter, 
the 212 Export and the 340 America. 
Both the Inter and the America are 
produced with standard bodywork, 
the former being the closed coupé 
seen at Le Mans last year, and the 
last-named being the familiar two- 
seater as raced in 2-litre form by 
Ascari and Serafini at Silverstone. 
Naturally, all models can be supplied 
with special coachwork to order. 

The Inter has a bore and stroke 
of 65 mm. and 58.8 mm. (2,340 c.c.), 
and with a 7.5 to 1 compression ratio 
develops 130 b.h.p. at 6,000 r.p.m. 
Maximum speed is given as 113 
mp.h. The Export has an engine of 
68 mm. x 58.5 mm. (2,562.51 c.c. 
and develops 150 b.h.p. on an 8 to 
compression ratio at the same r.p.m. 
It has a stated maximum of 138 
m.p.h. The America has a power- 
unit of 80 mm. x 68 mm. (4,101.66 
c.c.), also 8 to 1 compression ratio 
and develops 220 b.h.p. at 6,500 
r.p.m. Maximum speed is given as 
150 m.p.h. 

All three models have S-speed 
gearboxes, twin distributors, trans- 
verse leaf ifs, semi-elliptic rear, 
hydraulic brakes and tubular chassis 
frame. The Inter and Export have a 
single Weber carburetter, but the 
America has a triple arrangement. 


Exploded view of the S-speed gearbox 
fitted to all three models of the Ferrari. 
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Weight of the Inter coupé is 18 cwt., 
and of the America “Mille Miglia” 
type 2-seater, 17} cwt. Chassis 
weight of the Export is given as 
154 owt. 

‘As regards the racing cars, 
Scuderia Ferrari will presumably pin 
its faith to the successful 44-litre un- 
supercharged Formula 1 machine, 
which is now reported to be giving 
370 b.h.p. For Formula 2, last 
season’s all-conquering De Dion- 
suspended 2-litre is reported to be 
giving a much greater output than 
the 140-160 b.h.p. of the cars raced 
by Ascari and Co. 


February 16, 1951 


FERRARI 
STREAMLIN 
PRODUCTION 


THREE-MODEL POLICY 
FOR SPORTS CARS 


A striking aerodynamic saloon 

‘by Vignale on the Ferrari Inter 

195 chassis, featuring original 
treatment of the side-lamps. 


Without a doubt, the Modena con- 
cern is going all out for honours in 
both Formula and sports car racing, 
to say nothing of production car 
racing for which the 2.3, 2.6, and 4.1 
litre models will be built in sufficient 
numbers for eligibility in the 
majority of events. Despite the high 
cost of the Ferrari, the concern has 
recently obtained many orders in the 
dollar areas. 

Also, it is quite on the cards 
that Scuderia Ferrari will nominate 
at least one British driver to handle 
their cars in sports car and produc- 
tion car events in this country, with 
an eye to selling cars in the future 
when the present import restrictions 
are eased. 
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Sports -News 


SACKCLOTH DEPT. 
N Part VI of “Seasonal Survey”, 
in our 2nd February issue, it was 
stated that T. A. D. Crook won two 
races at Castle Combe in July, 1950, 
with his Type 328 BMW. This 
was in Crook actually 
drove a “Replica” model Frazer- 
Nash that day. 

* 


THE EVIAN—MONT-BLANC 
RALLY 
Tits year the Evian-—Mont-Blane 
International Rally takes place on 
27-29th July. Organized by the 
‘AC. du Mont-Blanc, the length is 
about 850 miles, which includes 30 
mountain passes with night sections. 
The event starts with a night test, 
including the Col de I'Iseran, and 
ends up at Annecy on the morning 
of 28th July. Competitors then go 
on to Megeve, where a two-kilos 
hill-climb will be held. On the 29th 
the route goes to Annemasse, and 
then there is a five-kilos hill-climb. 
The finish is at Evian. 
The “Evian” is open to sports and 


1B 

120, of which 30 are reserved for 
British competitors. There are 
many trophies and awards, first prize 
being ‘The entry fee (£12) is 
the same as last year, but entrants 
in the East Anglian M.C.’s “Cham- 
pagne Rally”, which is run con- 
currently, pay only £11. 


eer 
ax 
ook 


Details of both rallies can be ob- 
tained from R. K. N. Clarkson, The 
Chase, Halstead. Essex. 


. * * 
R. F. CHAPPELL BEST IN THE 
“BEST” 


pe Kentish Border Club’s “Best” 
Cup Trial on 4th February 
proved a win for R. F. Chappell 
(Dellow), who lost two marks over 
the five sections, to joint runners-up 
A. Rumfitt’s and E. M. Vero's loss 
of four marks each. Tony Rumfitt 


197 


took the Opposite Class award with 
his Cotton Spl., and the team award 
went to the three Dellows driven by 
Chappell, Sleep and Vero. 

Re 


esults 
“Best” Cup. R. F. 
(Dellow S.). 
Class Award. A. Rumfitt 
(Cotton Spl). 
First 


Chappell 


lass. Awards. E. W. Vero 
(Dellow S,), B. H. Dees (Dellow S)). 
Second-Ciass Awards. D. M. Sleep 
(Dellow S.), F. L, Stark (Deilow S.), 
* * * 


LAST SUNDAY’S PRESIDENT’S 
TROPHY TRIAL 
Pentony Continues Winning Way 
Provisional Results 

President's Trophy (best performance 
by member of invited club), G, Pentony 
(Cyclops), N.W. 

"Aaclll wresty’ (oat perforuancs’ by 
member of Southsea M.C.), C. E, Crump 
(Marden), 

RED RACERS: More photographs of 
Sovier-built cars. (Left) A 350 c.c. ver- 
sion of the SVEZDA-SALUT. 
A special streamlined POBEDA, 
attack long-distance records. 


Below) 
uilt to 


Best Performance, Class A. L. J. 0. 
Bartlett (Bartlett Spl. Class B.A. 
Rumfitt (Cotton). Class C. A. G. Imhof 
{mhof Spl). 

First-Class Awards. R. F. Chappell 
(Dellow),. H. “Hopkinson (Ford Austin), 
E.G. Spence (Spence), 

(MG. S), BH. Dees (Daligw) 1 ac 
Appleton’ (Appleton), D. 
(Dellow). 

Second-Class Awards. J. C. Smith 

(Bartlett Spl. B. Blundell Giunaet, 
Day (Dellow), H. Collings (Col- 
Tings), He Clayton (Clayton) Ves SA. 
Biggs (Ford), E, J. Chandler (Ford V-8). 
Chappell, Day and 

Scene 


(Above) Why did I sell my motor car? Anything 

but cheerful picture of Doug. Cotton who 

passengered H. Clayton. His successful car did 
well in the hands of its new owner. 


(Right) Blown PB: First-class award winner 

Gilbert Best (M.G.) on Beechy Curve which 

defeated the entire entry. He made “highest of 
the day” climb. 


(Results will be found on the previous page.) 
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PRESIDENT’S 
TROPHY 
TRIAL 


Last week-end’s Southsea 
M.C. event which was won 
by Gerry Pentony (Cyclops). 


(Left) Tony Rumfitt (Cotton) on the 
hairpin at Lythe Farm Right. He made 
best performance in Class B. 


(Below) Get out and get under! A spot 

of shock-absorber adjustment is required 

on H. Hopkinson’s Special, before tack- 
ling Lythe Farm Right, 


The J.B.S. 
Has an 
Outing 


Successful Tests of New 
Formula 3 Car 


ne nottoms’ clever J.B.S. (first 
described in this journal) received 
its first circuit test recently at a 
Home Counties airfield. The little 
car had a real hammering, for not 
only was it thrashed around by Alf 
and fellow team-members Frank 
Aikens and Curly Dryden, but Sir 
Francis Samuelson, Alan Moore, 
Jack Westcott, “Dick” Richards, the 
Editor of Autosport and George 
Phillips also had a go. 

Although powered by a “hack” 
single-o.h.c, Norton motor, the J.B.S. 
showed itself to possess a fine turn of 
speed and cracking acceleration. 
Handling was excellent, and despite 
harder rear springs than are norm- 
ally fitted, it gave a comfortable 
ride. A feature is the almost com- 
plete lack of vibration from the 
solidly mounted engine, which 
makes the car less tiring to drive 
than many other “singles”. 
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TRY-OUT: Alf Bottoms and Alan 

Moore (extreme left) get ready to push- 

start Curly Dryden in the new 

whilst Frank Aikens (extreme right) asks 

Dryden: Got your competition licence 
with you, Curly 


The 2LS brakes (on each wheel) 
are extremely powerful. Steering is 
almost uncannily light, and leads to 
unintentional oversteer till one be- 
comes used to it. General stability 
is above criticism. 

It is learned that Alf's father will 
act as team manager for the 
“official” team, and that bearded 
Alan Moore will be Frank Aikens’s 
co-conspirator with the Triumph- 
powered car. It is also likely that 
Don Parker will acquire a J.B.S. for 
this season’s racing, and Samuelson, 
Westcott and Richards will probably 
be similarly mounted. 

Without a doubt, the new J.B.S. 
is a formidable contender for 
International Formula 3 honours. 

* * . 


DELAHAYE—DELAGE 
IMPORTS 


Ww: learn from Selborne (Mayfair) 
Ltd., that imports of a smal} 
quantity’ of Delahaye and Delage 
sports cars have been permitted 
since 1948 in the case of the former, 
and 1949 for the 3-litre Delage. 
‘Apparently orders placed for either 
of these makes around the present 
time, can usually be satisfied by the 
end of the year. 


REVOLVER: (le{t) Jack Westcont ap- 
parently trying his best to qualify for 
the well-known “ Revolvers’ Trophy” 
during cornering practice on a wet track 


TRIALS M. . W.(" Dick”) 
Richards, not unknown in ‘the mud- 
plugging world, “ lead boots” the J.B.5.- 
Norton on one of the airfield's straights 


TBE, feeent report that Raymond 
Mays had invited Britain's 
newest motorcycling star, Geoff 
Duke, to drive for B.R.M., focuses 
interest on the question whether or 
not racing motorcyclists make good 
racing drivers. 

It is widely held that they do, 
and the tenet is substantiated by the 
records of many famous  rider/ 
drivers of today and yesterday. The 
Italians, whose opinions must be re- 
spected in view of their consistent 
and widespread racing experience 
through the years, have always be- 
lieved strongly in the value of a 
two-wheel apprenticeship to car 
racing, whilst the pre-war German 


teams habitually sought among 
their bike men for possible Mer- 
cedes and Auto-Union drivers. 


Raymond Mays, too, is fully cog- 
nisant of the valuable experience 
afforded by motorcycle racing, as is 
shown by his interest in Duke (who, 
however, will remain with Nortons), 
Peter Romaine and others as poten- 
tial drivers in the B.R.M. team. 
Grand Prix road racing can be re- 
garded as the highest of all classes 
of racing, and it is significant that 
Tazio Nuvolari, who by his record 
must surely be considered the finest 
driver of all, was a professional 
motorcyclist in earlier days, as was 
his eternal rival Achille Varzi. 


Nuvolari the Master 

Nuvolari’s record of victories with 
cars is far too lengthy to dwell on 
here—suffice it to say that he has 
gained over 40 “firsts” in G.P.s 
alone since 1927. Yet he also scored 
innumerable motorcycle successes, 
scooping up 350 cc. races with 
monotonous regularity on a twin 
o.h.c, Bianchi in the mid-twenties. 
He rode Indians and Garellis, too, 


Do Motorcycle 


and became Italian 500 c.c. Cham- 
pion in 1924 with a British Norton. 
Although he first took out a compe- 
tition licence in 1915, when he was 
25, racing then was almost nil and 
he didn’t really get going until after 
the Great War. Then he drove cars 
as well, beginning with an Ansaldo 
and following with Chiribiris and 
Bianchis, on which he scored his 
first. car wins before turning to 
Bugattis and Alfa Romeos. Right 
up to 1930 he alternated between 
motor and motorcycle racing and 
these activities, if strenuous, must 
have proved invaluable in experi- 
ence. 

The great Nuvolari-Varzi duels 
in car racing are legendary, but the 


From Two 


Racing Men 


Wheels to 


latter driver, who was killed in a 
158 Alfa at Berne in 1948, was 
equally as successful as Nuvolari on 
two-wheelers—and beat him occa- 
sionally. In his very first season, 
1923, 18-year-old Achille won the 
350 c.c. Italian Championship! In 
1936 he became 500 c.c. Champion 
with a Sunbeam, and again in 1928, 
and it was during that year that 
Varzi turned to cars. By the follow- 
ing season he had become Cham- 
pion Driver of Italy! 

These two great drivers both de- 
clared their motorcycle experience 
was invaluable for car work, and 
this was undoubtedly also the case 
with other prominent drivers. Tough 
Yorkshireman Freddy Dixon, who 


FLYING MA. 
TUAN : Te 


Nuvolari has a 
matchless record 
of car successes, 
and much of his 
skill can be attri- 


buted to earl 
motorcycle racing. 


Good G. P. 


Drivers ? 
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RACING OVER TRAM- 
LINES (Left) is just one 
of the many motorcycle 
road race hazards which 
develop a hyper-sensitive 
degree of judgment, of 
great value to car racing. 


AUTO-UNION ACE 
(Right). No driver took 
‘more readily to the diff- 
cult rearengined Auto- 
Union G.P. cars than 
Bernd Rosemeyer, ex 
DKW racing” motor 
eyelist. 


Four- 


had much success with unblown 
Rileys, was a great bike figure in 
the “twenties, winning the Sidecar 
T.T. of 1923, the Junior T.T. in 
1927, and many other speed events 
on Douglas, H.R.D. and Indian 
machines. Motor race fans know 
him well as winner of two Brook- 
lands 500 Miles races, but 15 years 
before he had ridden a great 8-valve 
Harley-Davidson into second place 
in the only two-wheel “500” ever to 
be held. C. J. P. Dodson is another 
with an imposing list of motorcycle 
wins to his credit, including two 
Senior T.T.s with Sunbeams. In 
1934 he won the car T.T. with an 
N type M.G. Magnette, and in 1936 
took the R.A.C. classic again, co- 
driving with Freddy Dixon on a 
Riley. His diminutive size made 
him an ideal pilot for the “potted 
dynamite” twin-cam Austins and he 
won the 1938 British Empire 
Trophy at Donington with one. 
Chris Staniland, one-time Doning- 
ton lap ‘record holder with a 
Bugatti, was another famous bike 
rider a decade before, scoring 
countless wins and speed records at 
Brooklands. 
Old Timers 

Norman Black, successful M.G. 
driver, was a keen racing motor- 
cyclist in the immediate post-Great 
War period, while another rider, 1925 
Amateur T.T. winner H. G. Dobbs. 
was later a vigorous performer on 
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Rileys. Syd Crabtree, 
his Excelsior motor 
raced M.G. Midget 
‘out of a hard-won second place in 
the 1931 T.T. by a sensational last 
lap sprint by Borzacchini’s Alfa. 
Other notables from this country 
are Arthur Dobson of white E.R.A. 
fame, who raced Douglases at 
Brooklands, Tommy Simister, one- 
time Norton works rider, later a 
Southport car racer, Sir Malcolm 
Campbell, Kaye Don, Gwenda 
Hawkes, who as Mrs. Stewart rode 
in Continental motorcycle road races 
(she came third in the 250 ce. 
French G.P., 1926) before turning 
to Morgans and finally to the f.w.d. 
Derby-Miller on which she broke 
many records at Montlhéry: and 
cheery Johnny Wakefield, youthful 
and cherubic, whom they dubbed 
“Boy” at the LOM. Manx GP. 
bike races, and who later did so 
well with a Maserati 


Another outstanding Continental 
bike/car_man was Bernd Rose- 
meyer, NSU and DKW rider before 
Auto-Unions took him on as a 
driver in 1935. His intimate know- 
ledge of the Nurburg Ring, ac- 
quired on two wheels, proved 
invaluable in the memorable 1936 
Eifelrennen, when fog blotted out 
parts of the course and drivers had 
to grope their way around. The 
fearless Bernd, whose handling of 
the difficult rear-engined cars was 


famous for 
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always spectacular, won by over 
two minutes from Nuvolari. His 
team-mates Herman Muller and 
Rudolf Hasse were motorcyclists, 
too, Muller visiting Ulster in 1935 
for the G.P. of Europe with a 
works DKW, for which marque he 
rides to this day. At one time he 
raced on dirt tracks and was Ger- 
man Sidecar Champion in 1932. Yet 
another Auto-Union driver, albeit 
briefly as he joined in 1939, was 
Georg Meier, one of Germany's 
finest motorcyclists of all time. 
was (and is now, again) No. | rider 
in the BMW team, winning our 
LOM. T.T. in 1939 and many Con- 
tinental G.P.s. After the war he 
joined Ernst Loof, another fine 
rider, in the Veritas venture, and 
won the German Formula 2 Cham- 
pionship in 1948. 
Serafini, Gilera Star 

Meier's finest motorcycling rival 
was Dorino Serafini, brilliant and 
audacious rider of a 500 c.c. blown 
four-cylinder Gilera, who took the 
1939 German G.P. from under 
the noses of the Herrenvolk. After 
the war he began car racing, proving 
very fast until becoming involved 
in a fantastic accident at Com- 
minges, when his steering column 
broke away bodily. His Maserati 
dashed headlong into some trees, 
and needless to say Dorino was very 
seriously injured. He has fully re- 
covered now, however, and is a 
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member of the official Ferrari team. 

‘Apropos this team, its over- 
whelming 1-2-3 victory in the 1950 
Penya Rhin where two 
B.R.M.s ran, rem: clear in our 
memories, and it is noteworthy that 
all three Ferrari drivers—Ascari, 
Serafini and Taruffi—were motor- 
cyclists. Alberto Ascari had raced 
Bianchis pre-war; Serafini, too, be- 
fore joining Gileras, while Piero 
Taruffi was a very fine rider of 
British Nortons and later Gileras. 
Among cars, he has raced Alfas, old 
and new, Bugattis, Maseratis, 
Cisitalias and Ferraris, while as a 
technician he is renowned for his 
part in the design and development 
of the blown Gilera four, the 1,100 
cc. Cisitalia and for the Guzzi- 
ined “Tarf”, that astonishing 500 
cc. car of twin boom construction 
with which he broke Class I records 
a year or so back. 


The German Drivers 

The recent announcement of 
Mercedes entries in forthcoming 
Argentine races brings to mind the 
famous pre-war team. Its No. 1 
et Caracci a served a 
brief 5] ay nticeship on two 
wheels with iy NSU in 1922, 
winning a race near Cologne before 
joining the Fafnir team. In these 
cars he came fourth at Avus and 
won a race at the Opel track, then 
joined Mercedes in 1923. The fol- 
lowing year, when well on his way 
to success as a car driver, he took 
time off with a 350 cc, Garelli 
motorcycle to score three class wins 
in German speed events before re- 
verting to four wheels. 

Hermann Lang started motor- 
cycle racing at 18, became Bavarian 
Hill-climb Champion in 1930 and 
German Sidecar Champion in 1931. 
Hard times struck him then and his 
mount was a quarry locomotive for 
a time, until he joined the Mercedes 
experimental department in 1933. 
He became Fagioli’s mechanic, 
emerging as a driver under the 
Italian’s coaching in 1935; by 1939 
Lang was European Champion. 
Luigi Fagioli himself (now in the 
Alfa team) motorcycled in Italian 
races before driving a 1,100 c.c. 
Salmson in the 1927 Targa Florio, 
He subsequently joined the Maserati 
team, in which drove other ex- 
motorcyclists such as Luigi Arcan- 
geli, a fine Guzzi racing man, later 
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killed in the twin-engined Alfa 
Romeo at Monza; Clemente Bion- 
detti, old-time A.J.S. rider and sub- 
sequent Mille Miglia specialist; and 
A. Ruggeri, who had a fine record 
with big Harley-Davidsons in the 
early "twenties. A two-wheeler con- 
temporary of his was the great 
Pietro Bordino, brilliant Fiat G.P. 
driver, who was equally at home 
with unwieldy Harley and Moto- 
sacoche twins. 


Louis Rosier, Hill Climber 

That ultra consistent French 
driver Louis Rosier is yet another 
who occupied the saddle before the 
cockpit. His career began back in 
1926, when he took up motorcycle 
hillclimbing, notching many an 
f.t.d. in local events before investing 
in a blown Amilcar in 1928. Yet he 
did not become famous until a score 
years later with Talbots. Another 
Frenchman, Roger Loyer, was 
highly successful with British Velo- 
ind has done well with 

is and Simca cars. The late 
Harry Herkuleyns, of Holland, who 
used to drive a K3 Magnette with 
much ferocity pre-war—he won the 
Frontieres G.P. once and tried for 
local records on the Jabbeke-Acltre 
road two or three years ago—was 
formerly a successful bike man in 
Dutch events. 

An illustrious name in record 


Achille Varzi, whose correct, calculated 
style earned him innumerable victories 
‘on two wheels and four. 
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breaking is that of Ab Jenkins, near- 
resident of the Bonneville Salt Flats, 
Utah, U.S.A, a driver of excep- 
tional endurance who has driven a 
24-hour record-breaking stretch 
many times, and attributes his 
stamina to rigid adherence to 
Mormon faith, which requires total 
abstinence from tobacco and liquor. 
In 1940, at the age of 57, he broke 
the world’s 24-hour record with the 
Curtiss-engined Mormon Meteor at 
an average of 161.18 m.p.h., a re- 
markable feat from every aspect, 
yet nearly forty years before he was 
Tacing motorcycles in point-to-point 
events. In one such, a 200 miles 
race over rutted wagon roads from 
Salt Lake City to Blackfoot, Idaho, 
he swerved off-course to miss a hay 
cart, somersaulted and was cata- 
pulted over 20 yards. In landing he 
broke his nose and three ribs, but 
persuaded spectators to help him 
back on his machine, rejoined the 
race and finished third! Two other 
recordmen with motorcycle experi- 
ence were Douglas Hawkes and 
diminutive Bert Denly. The latter 
used to race on Nortons with much 
good fortune and later proved in- 
valuable as henchman and co-driver 
to George Eyston in many record 
breaking forays. 


Not all motorcyclists found the 
change to four wheels beneficial. 
The two dashing Gh ers, 
Pietro and Mario, achieved little by 
their change from Nortons, Guzzis, 
etc., to Maseratis and Alfas. The 
German BMW rider Ernst Henne, 
holder of the two-wheeler speed 
record at 173.5 m.p.h. who won 
several German road races between 


1925 and 1933, was appointed 
lercedes driver in 1934, His per- 
formances were _ disappointing, 


Henne seeming to lack the flair for 
G.P. work, although he subsequently 
raced sports BMW cars to con- 
siderable effect. Britain's Wal 
Handley, who was surely unsur- 
passed in his day as a racing motor- 
cyclist, had surprisingly little success 
in his all too brief essays at car 
racing, although he was a very fast 
driver. His run in the 1934 Mannin 
Beg was sensationally abbreviated 
when he crashed his Magnette at a 
corner while leading. In Eyston’s 
Magic Magnette in that year's 
Brooklands “S00”, again ‘while 
leading, he charged off the course 
and through the fencing on the Rail- 


Bernd Rosemeyer drove only two full 
seasons in G.P. racing before meeting 
his death in a record attempt in 1938, 
yet he won more races than any other 
Auto-Union driver, 


way Straight. Two years later he in- 
verted Dixon's 2litre Riley at 
Donington. 

‘The late Omobono Tenni, a fear- 
fess top-liner and Guzzi's first string, 
tried Maseratis in 1936. He proved 
a veritable furioso at the wheel, win- 
ning the 1,100 c.c. class of the Mille 

iglia, leading the Mona 


ette race from Bira’s E. 


tired, and taking second place in the 
1936 Eifelrennen. But Tenni was 
too valuable to the Moto Guzzi con- 
cern, and stayed with them until his 
tragic death at Berne in 1948, during 
the same week as Achille Varzi was 
killed. 

Manx G.P. expert, Kenneth Bills, 
tried car racing at Jersey in 1948, 
with a rather unsuitable mount, R. 
Cowell's ex-Le Mans V-12 Lagonda. 
Did he like it? We don’t know, but 
he hasn't driven since. Stanley 
Woods, rider of the very top-flight, 
had a four-wheel spell, first with a 
Lea Francis and later with the single- 
seater side-valve Austins, but had 
little chance to show his prowess, for 
his cars usually gave trouble. Of 
his team mates, Pat Driscoll was a 
famous Brooklands “tiger” on Nor- 
tons and Douglases, who took to the 
tiny Austins like the proverbial duck 
to water. His feats around the 
Mountain at Brooklands were mem- 
orable, arousing the admiration of 
Caracciola himself, on a visit to this 


AUTOSPORT 


country. Nello Pagani, rider of 
Guzzis and Gileras, met remarkable 
success in his few appearances as a 
car driver, winning the Pau GP. in 
1947 on a Maserati, and repeating 
his victory in 1948." He still has a 
drive occasionally, but frankly 
prefers his Gilera. 


The Others 

Doubtless, keen readers will think 
of further riders who became car 
drivers. But the fact that several 
first-class men shone in both s 
cannot be taken as proof that 
two-wheeler gracing is advantage- 
ous to subsequent car work—it 
merely intimates that point. 
Doubters can marshal a substantial 
list of Al racing drivers who had 
nothing to do with racing motor- 
cycles at all—Chiron, angi 
Farina, Etancelin, Von Brauchitsch, 
Wimille, Villoresi, etc., and can ob- 
serve that some of the rider /drivers 
listed had but limited bike experi- 
ence anyway. 

One must ask, therefore, what 
motorcycling provides that can be of 
benefit to car racing. Briefly its prin- 
cipal offering is a superfine degree 
of judgment, cultivated of necessity 
by the very danger of the sport. A 
motorcycle requires to be balanced 
by its rider, imposing upon him a 
maximum responsibility for his own 
survival, whereas a four wheeler is 
a self-supporting platform, inherently 
stable. Naturally, to race either 
type of vehicle requires great skill, 
for misjudgment can mean disaster 
on any number of wheels, but the 
consequences of error on a racing 
motorcycle are greater than in a car. 
The rider is fully exposed and un- 
protected, and should he take a bend 
too fast, and his machine crash, his 
chances of ending in a hospital bed 
are considerable. The car man can 
corner too fast and get away with 
it—which is not to say he should, 
or that skilled drivers do. But the 
motorcyclist, faced by gory pros- 
pects should he err, develops his 
judgment to the nth degree to avert 
such happenings. The rider posses- 
sing such supine judgment is already 
pre-conditioned for high-speed car 
work, although he has still, of 
course, to acquire the different tech- 
nique. 


Wet Road Riding 

Driving in the wet is an art in 
which only a few racing drivers 
excel—Caracciola is the classic 
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example, Bira another. The rest may 
lose seconds per lap in understand- 
able caution. Picture the delicate 
judgment and nerve required to ride 
a motorcycle like a 500 cc. Gilera 
or Norton on a wet, slippery surface. 
Remember, one slip and the rider’s 
race may be finished, yet should he 
ease up some dauntless rival (and 
there are plenty of them!) gets by. 
judgment again—courage—tough- 
ness—these are the requisites. A 
motorcyclist must also know his 
machine, not in “feel” alone, but 
mechanically. Mechanical know- 
ledge means sympathy with the 
machine, a vital need if the finish- 
ing flag is to be reached. Many a 
car race fies been lost Uy. gallant bot 
unknowledgeable lead-foot driving. 
Ex - motorcyclist, ex - mechanic 
Hermann Lang always got the most 
from his Mercedes, but only blew it 
up when under fiat-out orders to 
oust a rival. Herr Uhlenhaut, 
Mercedes technical chief, preferred 
Lang of all the team drivers for his 
sensitivity and “feel” for his motor. 
Bikes and cars frequently use the 
same circuits, so there lies another 
advantage, and just as Rosemeyer 
knew his Nurburg Ring before ever 
handling an Auto-Union, so Fergus 
Anderson was on familiar terrain 
when driving the 2 litre H.W.M. in 
the 1950 German G.P. This re- 
nowned “Continental Circus” bike 
man became au fait with the H.W.M. 
in a remarkably short while. Many 
readers saw him perform at Silver- 
stone in August—he wasn’t slow, 
was he!—yet that was only his 
second drive in a pukka racing car. 
Present-day racing is remarkable 
for the popularity of the 500 c.c. 
racing movement, and among the 
more successful drivers we again 
find ex-motorcyclists. Alf Bottoms, 
winner of the Rheims 4-litre race 
and many Brands Hatch events with 
his J.B.S.-Norton, is a Wemble: 
speedway rider—and one couldn't 
have a much tougher initiation to 
speed than cinder track racing. Don 
Parker, Bill Aston, Bill Whitehouse 
and Ken Carter are all ex-bike men. 
and this season will see Harold 
Daniell, triple T.T. winner on Nor- 
tons and as wi fox on two wheels 
as ever Chiron four—driving an 
Emeryson “S00”. May his future 
success add weight to the contention 
—or can it be called fact?—that 
motorcycle racing men make good 
racing drivers. cP. 
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PIT STOP—1908 STYLE: A Benz comes in for a pit stop in the 1908 French G.P. at 
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PIT 


PART 


Practice Day 


Dieppe. While the mechanic struggles heroically to secure the spare tyres, the driver 
leisurely goes about the business of refuelling—a contrast with today's methods, 


PIS may vary in form from the luxury of Zandvoort 
to the austerity of Chimay, and may be ideally sited, 
as at Jersey, or crazily misplaced, as in the Isle of Man. 
Nevertheless, their role is invariable, and the tasks per- 
formed therein are just as important as the more 
spectacular work of the drivers themselves. 

These tasks are divided into two sections. Control 
and mechanical maintenance. The control side, of 
course, includes all the paraphernalia of lap scoring, 
time keeping, signalling, and intelligence. On the 
mechanical side is included all the work necessary 
during practising to bring the car up to the peak of 
condition on race day, plus refuelling in the actual con- 
test, and the lightning diagnosis and rectification of any 
trouble that may develop. 

In choosing all the necessary equipment, the best plan 
is to have a look at the tackle used by really experienced 
teams. Jacks, funnels, and so forth have taken their 
present shape after years of racing, and it is worthwhile 
to get the dimensions of these things, rather than waste a 
lot of time experimenting with new ideas. If you are 
going to go in for pressure refuelling, a maximum speed 
‘of two gallons per second should be aimed at, and 
churns and funnels should be kept in reserve in case 
the new-fangled contraption dies on you. 

Wherever you go, all your tools and spares should 
be put on the counter in exactly the same relative posi- 
tions; it is amazing how much time that simple habit 
can save. All the pit staff, while the car is on the cir- 
cuit, should remain in their own section of the pit. It 
is such a small space that if anybody wanders around, 
he will inevitably get in the way of someone who has 
an important job to do. Furthermore, the driver gets 
used to recognizing his pit by the general pattern, and 
it is surprising how different it can look if the personnel 
alter their positions. 

Somebody should be in absolute command, and his 
orders ought to be obeyed instantly, without question. 


He should be an aggressive person, for he will have to 
take stern measures against neighbouring teams, who 
will let their bits and bobs overflow on to his counter. 
Above all, he must be ready to use that terrible word if 
anybody talks to the timekeepers or lap scorers. If the 
pit marshals fail to keep unwelcome visitors away, they 
should be left in no doubt that social calls are not 
encouraged. 

As soon as practising starts, every lap performed by 
the car, even including standing or warming-up ones, 
should automatically be timed. This information should 
be kept tabulated, and as many other cars as possible 
should be timed, if they are observed to be going 
quickly. When the driver next comes in, he may want 
to compare different laps to assess the merits of various 
methods of handling the machine, and he is sure to want 
to know how his rivals are doing. 

It is vital to realize that when a driver has been lap- 
ping really fast, he will be somewhat strung up when 
he returns to the pit. He has been exerting every last 
ounce of mind and muscle to fling his projectile round 
the intricacies of the course, and has probably 
approached very close to disaster in trying to knock off 
a tenth of a second here and there. As the car pulls 
in, the mechanics should leap off the pit and carry out 
any repairs, adjustments, or mere checking over, with 
all the expedition they would employ in an actual race. 

Not only is this good training, but the psychological 
effect is tremendous, for the driver is able to resume his 
practising without any check on his feeling of high 
endeavour. If he is greeted by a pit staff who slouch 
out in their own time with cigarettes stuck to their lips 
and their hands in their pockets, the let-down is disas- 
trous. Supposing he has just been almost killed by 
defective brakes, it is not the height of tact to remark 
that the brakes would be all right if he knew how to 
drive. It is fatally easy to upset a driver, and until he 
is able to warm up to his work again, his judgment 
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pe comets tes eat) eves ca a 
inpai y 'y, igerously, 


At most race meetings, especially those which entail 
the closing of roads, the period is lamentably 
short. It is thus necessary to make a plan of campaign, 
so that as much motoring can be done as possible. By 
this I mean that several different jobs can be carried 
out at a singe stop if everybody works with a wil, and, 

in particular, the car should always pull up with its 
wheels in the same position; this can be ensured by 
making suitable chalk marks on the road, and is essen- 
tial for accurate fuel consumption readings. 


A note should be made of all adjustments, replenish- 
ments, and checks carried out, for if everything is =e 
written down as it happens, it is easy to forget in the 
general rush and noise. Each time the driver comes 

in he will report what readings he has been getting on 
the various instruments, and if these are always jotted 
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down, it will soon become apparent if a significant 
change is taking place. If the oil pressure has not been 
spot on all the time, the filter clement should be whip- 
re and Spe metallic traces. 
jenever ins are taken out, 

sherald be placed on the pit counts tn the suns posines 
which they occupied in the engine. 
possible to keep a check on the condition and mixture 
strength of the various cylinders, and valuable informa- 
tion would be lost if the plugs got mixed up. 

During the practice period, the opportunity should 
be taken to give the driver several signals, so that he 
may become accustomed to picking out his pit. It is 
best to keep signalling to an absolute minimum, but 
some signals are essential, and if they are used during 
the traning, they will not be misunderstood in the heat 

ttle. 

In my next article, I shall deal with the function of 
the pits on the actual day of the race. 


RUSSELL 
LOWRY’S 


NORTHERN LIGHTS 


LOST TROPHIES—FINDINGS KEEPINGS—PENN-ALTY—THOSE DINNER SPEECHES—THE TUNNEL 


HE recent paragraph in AUTOSPORT 

missing club trophy has brought out 
of similar “sunk without trace” 
and Hallamshire Club's Haslam Golf Trophy is among 
those posted missing. Curious thing about this particu- 
lar pot is that nobody ever seems to have seen it, 
although it has often been talked about. Perhaps it 
disapy down a nineteenth hole. 

val is painfully easy for a club to lose track of a 

y, especially if it has a large collection. And to 

ige from the Co aes display cabinets in the homes 
Detect Experts, the odd pot, one way or the other, 
would scarcely be noticed. As that dreaded event 
known as Spring-cleaning is oe near, I suggest that 
the occasion might be made for a Silver Census, which 
might bring to an a trophy or two that has overstayed 
its leave. 

During the recent Unpleasantness one Northern club 
evacuated its collection of trophies to the Presidential 
residence in the heart of the country. It was just as 
well they did, as every other stick, stone and piece of 
paper roe by the club disappeared in smoke one 
rough night. 

When the Trouble was (we hoped) over, an expedition 
was organized to bring home the glitterware, which by 
then had rocketed to the value of several thousand 

ds. Complete panic prevailed when the most 

ious of all the trophies, literally worth its weight 
in gold, could not be found. Apparently it had been 
stored safely and secretly in view of its great value, 
and nobody for the life of them could remember where 
it had been put. The house was a large, ancient and 
rambling one, full of secret hiding places. ’ Fortunately, 
a fash of inspiration came to the rescue, but it all goes 
10 show that you can’t be too 


regarding a 
ite a crop 
Sheffield 


* * . 
TT" Blackpool and Fylde Club very nearly lost one 
of its pots (though it doesn’t know it yet) after the 


no reason at all, one of the party had a sudden nervous 
twitch, and walked out to the car, which he found glow- 
ing gently in the night air, and about to burst into 
ee This, after 36 hours of trouble-free motoring. 
eee Beeecin watson ety to reach the fire, 
to the hose, and by this means, 
With Gin sibel ettotonch of ei sodaly wer! orient 
the situation was saved. But for the strange train of 
thought that took one of the passengers out into the the 
night, the club would have found itself the po: 
of a neat blob of silver, which presumabl, ct pene 
have had to rename the Molten Trophy. iw cerrenia 
not have been too healthy either. 


. . . 
Y recent ragraph about racing circuits and the 
scramble for permission to hold meetings on them, 

has brought a very interesting letter from the of hich 

tions Department of the R.A.C., the contents of wi 
cannot be too widely known. I therefore quote “ 

R.A.C. officially support the view that any club fnaing 

and developing a speed course thereby establishes a 

prior claim to it, and the R.A.C. will not grant a permit 

to other clubs without the original club's agreement. If 
this fact were more generally known, it might avoid 
some of the difficulties which occur from time to time.” 

Although knowled; oP, of this very proper tective 

attitude may avoid further sad losses, it ly makes 

the Chatsworth story (for this was the course concerned, 
as you probably guessed) sorrier than ever. A prior 

Glaimn had, in fact’ been established, and ho other ‘club 

would have got a permit without the original club’s 

agreement, so they were all wasting their time trymg. 


onTHERN photographer Francis Penn doesn’t drive in 
JNgiais: sod ipectaga for: tifs reasoni takea a;ghoutal 
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Northern Lights—contd, 


delight in water splashes, which he haunts like a brood- 
ing vulture. Justice overtook him during the Hagley 
Club's Clee Hill Trial, when he found an unexpected 
torrent barring the road he intended to travel. Stepping 
out of his car, he probed his way gently into the stream 
to find out if it was deep. It was. It was also quite 
unexpectedly slippery. Penn sat down suddenly in two 
feet of water. 


fee nobbling of steeds has not yet, as far as we know, 
extended to trials drivers, but an element of sus- 
picion lurks around the experience of a certain member 
of a Yorkshire club. Returning home at a smallish 
hour from a festivity, he decided, on his way to bed, to 
look in at a small, quiet room at the end of the passage. 
Fair enough. The odd thing is that his sorrowing family 
found him still there next morning. Apparently 
scrutineers will have to pay closer attention to matters 
of fuel! 


BRIT being the soul of wit—in everything except 
“Northern Lights”—I am glad to record the alleged 
shortest-ever Presidential address. The scene was the 
Wirral Hundred Club’s recent Annual Dinner, and it is 
claimed that Bertie Lewis Jones, the new President of 
the Club, covered all the necessary points in one minute 
fifty seconds, dead. This is a competition which might 
well be encouraged, as I hear of another Northern club 
which was supposed to be holding a Dinner-Dance, but 
so many and long were the speeches that the band was 
almost ready to go home before dancing could begin. 
Anyhow, it was well after 11 o'clock, and you will agree 
that that means an awful lot of speech. 
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CHAMPION: A. C. Kelly being pre- 

sented with the Championship Trials 

Trophy by Mrs. Bertie Lewis-Jones, wife 

of the President, at the Wirral “100" 
M.C’'s annual dinner. 


Te Mersey Tunnel remains a 
constant source of mystification, 
even to hardened users, and the 
plight of strangers is sometimes 
quite pitiful to behold. At the main 
Liverpool opening, a veritable delta 
of channels and islands has grown 
up, and navigation is not made any 
easier by the Corporation's playful 
habit of moving these obstacles, so 
that one scarcely knows in what 
direction one’s car is going to be 
pointing by the time it gets clear. 
The white-coated _ pep-merchants 
who dot the interior of the tunnel 
are another cause of wonderment. 
In spite of speed limits and a de- 
clared minimum gap of 75 feet be- 
tween vehicles, they wave you on 
with the utmost ferocity. The other 
evening I saw a lorry going quite 
fast enough, and being urged on 
from the sidewalk to even greater 
efforts, although right under his tailboard was a police 
van, quite obviously waiting to pounce. 


. . . 


W & are now familiar with the case against that 
naughty practice of towing trials’ cars to the start- 
ing points of events. We are also accustomed to these 
starting points being fixed in out of the way parts of 
the country, which take quite a bit of finding if you 
don’t happen to know the locality. Malcolm Bateman 
has the perfect answer to these and all similar problems. 
The White Rose Trial run by the Y.S.C.C., started 
from his home, Royd Hill at Sutton-in-Craven. 


Tie telescoping of awards is one way of offering 
relief to people with overctowded sideboards. One 
driver, who “cleaned up” several events at Gamston, 
has much appreciated the offer of a pair of racing 
goggles in lieu of four replicas, and the Hartlepools 
Club have also offered the facility of collapsing several 
prizes into a single more desirable one. 


T= Blackpool and Fylde Club looks like becoming a 
power in the north. Their Welsh Trial has been 
reported in AUTOSPoRT, and was voted a great success, 
combining as it did the properties of a rally with those 
of a semi-sporting trial. The hub of the whole affair 
was the club's sumptuous premises at Blackpool, situated 
within an acceleration test’s length of the usual pylon 
dicing site. A complete hotel has been taken over with 
all appointments, bars, lounges, dining-rooms, and every 
conceivable amenity. Surely an ideal setting in which to 
plan great things—and talk them over afterwards? 
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The Overhead Camshaft M.G.s 


by Philip H. Smith, A.M.LMech.E. 


Wyte now going to deal with a most important 
phase of the proceedings, namely, the well-being of 
the twin SU carburetter installation fitted as standard 
to these engines. 

The SU instrument is of extremely straightforward 
<3 aod ge much fd that it eee 
sul rou i ay too juently by 
Tasted bands, The fret Ging to do thercore fe © 
examine each instrument carefully, when it will be easy 
to decide whether it has been maltreated to such an 
extent that a reconditioned replacement is the best 
policy. This should only be necessary in most extreme 
cases, as fortunately the parts most liable to derange- 
ment are easily replaced. Readers will be familiar with 
the working principle of the SU, which, in brief, is that 
the fuel flow is controlled by a specially tapered needle 
moving in the jet under the influence of a piston 
operated by induction vacuum. The piston has an air- 
control barrel attached to it so that the intake of air is 
controlled in correct ratio to fuel delivery. 

The most common fault in the carburetter is concerned 
with this arrangement of mixture control; lack of lubri- 
cation, or the presence of dirt can cause sticking of the 
piston in its dashpot, and badly neglected carburetters 
are prone to this trouble. Apart from the question of 
neglect, however, it is possible for such sticking to take 
place due to other causes, particularly on M.G. engines 
where the dashpots are slightly out of the vertical (the 
carburetters being of the semi-downdraught pattern). 


Ensuring Free Movement of the Dashpot Piston 

It will be ay iated that the clearances inside the 
dashpot, particularly between the rim of the piston and 
the dashpot wall, are machined to very close limits. 
Slight wear in the centre guide, or a very small amount 
of distortion of the dashpot, can easily cause the piston 
to touch the dashpot. Such contact however slight, 
cannot be allowed; the piston must fall absolutely freely 
by gravity when lifted. Having dismantled and cleaned 
thoroughly both dashpot and piston, paying sj 
altcation to the annular grooves inthe later al sh jould 
be well. If, with everything clean, it is not possible to 
slide the piston throughout its travel, at the same time 
spinning it on its central guide so that its periphery 
describes a spiral up and down the dashpot, without 
actual contact taking place, the fouling point must be 
found. If the movement is ied out slowly, with 
the dashpot horizontal and the air-piston held between 
finger and thumb, it should be possible to feel the spot. 
In extreme cases, lamp-black_on the, surfaces may be 
necessary, but invariably the “touch” test is sufficient. 

This contact indicates minute distortion of the 
dashpot, usually caused by uneven tightening down or 
possibly dropping the component on a hard floor! The 
remedy is judicious use of emery cloth on the offending 
spot, in conjunction with metal polish. It will be found 


that very little metal need be removed to give clearance, 
and it will be obvious that no more clearance must be 
ded than is absolutely necessary, since air leakage 
Past the piston will be caused if the gap is excessive. 
is use of abrasives on aluminium surfaces may be 
frowned on by the purists, and the writer recollects that 
he has already been taken to task for what is considered 
too much emphasis on their use in engine overhaul. 
The answer to this is that far more damage can be 
caused by ham-fisted use of scrapers, which only the 
most skilled of fiters ever learn to use properly, and 
i jon i and 


Patience the Remedy 


Slight wear in the centre guide, otherwise of little 
consequence, may cause piston-dashpot contact due to 
the angularity of the carburetter, therefore test for free- 
dom with the parts held at their working angle. In this 
case, it will probably be found that the area of fouling 
is rather larger than that caused by a high-spot or 
distortion, but the degree of contact is very slight. Still, 
it must be remedied. Patience and a “little at a time”, 
will ensure a perfect fit. Finally, a polish all over, 
inside and out, with metal polish, and a thorough wash 
in petrol will finish the job. 

Incidentally, the correct lubricant for the centre guide 
is thin cycle oil, and not much of it. It is worth while 
screwing small ‘cycle-type spring-lid oil cups into the 
caps at the tops of the dashpots, to allow the correct 
amount of lubricant to be inserted. This is a much 
more practical idea than attempting to insert oil through 
the microscopic hole in the cap, whilst frequent removal 
of the cap itself is undesirable. 


Positioning the Needle 


There is only one position for the needle in the air- 
piston, that is, with its shoulder flush with the face of 
the hole. No attempt should be made to get any kind 
‘of adjustment by moving the needle in the air-piston 
away from this position, and it must be locked securely 
byt the screw, which will stand tightening good and 


(To be continued) 
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test during the Man- 
chester University A.C.’s 
Howarth Cup Rally 
CLEE HILL (Left) 
Miss Margaret Holden 
(H.R.G.) makes a de- 
termined assault on 
Marshbrook during the 
District 
LCC's classic Clee Hill 
Trial. 
WHITE ROSE (Below) 
Cuth Harrison with his 
new trials car on Leys 
during the York 
shire S.C.C.'s White Rose 
Trial, 


SHAVI 
Marshb 


st Ford-powered Wharton on 
taking this shot, photographer 
h, camera and all ! 


WHATISIT? (Above) A Duncan Healey?—a Cord? You'll never 


ss: it's H. Thompson's Delage at the start of the reversing test 


in the Manchester University A.C.'s Howarth Cup event. 


EX-WISE (Below) G. Wood making the mud fly on Leys Lane Ut 
with the ex-Tommy Wise CW8 in the Yorkshire S.C.C's recent 
White Rose Tri 
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LE SABRE: 


ment, while mildly suggestive of a 


technical features. 


The new sports model developed by General Motors, The frontal treat, 
moustache, conceals many advance. 


General Motors Builds a Sports Car! 


By P. S. DE BEAUMONT 


BIZARRE BUT CLEVER U.S. DESIGN FEATURING SUPERCHARGED Y-8 MOTOR, 
TORQUE CONVERTER TRANSMISSION AND FLEXIBLE FUEL TANKS. 


[S,Xi2 of the thoroughly practical 
cars with which America’s huge 
General Motors Corporation floods 
not only the American continents, 
but many other parts of the world, 
it may come as rather a shock that 
G.M. is building a sports car. A 
tempting conclusion as to why, 
might be to the effect that the im- 
pressive sale of British sports cars 
in America has shaken this indus- 
trial giant into offering competition. 
but the fact is that this car 
General Motors’ own private play- 
thing. Indeed, this extremely sales- 
minded firm would not part with 
this car at any price because, despite 
the fun and games it will provide 
for engineers and executives, the 
car is intended as a sort of labora- 
tory on wheels. 

Rather t ly, the car is not 
the brainchild of the experimental 
department, but of what is called the 


Styling Section, headed by Harley J. 
Earl, the G.M. vice-president whose 
function it is to preside over the 
appearance of G.M. _ products. 

ievertheless, the car's mechanical 
features are most interesting, as will 
be seen, 


Plaster Mock-up Completed 

With combined publicity con- 
sciousness and a natural desire to 
avoid linking this car with any one 
of G.M.’s many makes, it was given 
the name “Le Sabre” at the unveil- 
ing in Detroit, on 29th December 
last, of the full-size plaster mock- 
up. Construction of the actual car 
proceeds, meanwhile, under wraps. 


The chassis of Le Sabre is no less 
advanced than the coachwork, and 
is the work of Charles A. Chayne, 
who has just been elevated to the 
G.M. vice-presidency of engineering 


from his most recent post of chief 
engineer of Buick. 


Total Weight 263 ewt. 
To begin with, the car is, by 
American standards, small and 
light, the wheelbase being 9 ft. 7 ins. 
while total weight is expected to be 
about 26} cwt., thanks to much use 
of aluminium and magnesium 
alloys. The overall length is 16 ft. 
8 ins., the top of the scuttle is 3 ft. 
4 in. above the ground, and the 
overall height with hood up is 4 ft. 
2 ims.. The extreme breadth 
measured across the front wings is 
of 44 ins., and road clearance is 
ins. 

The Buick engineers, not sur- 
prisingly, have provided an engine 
which follows the present strong 
American trend toward the high- 
compression V-8. The bore and 
stroke of 3} x 3} ins. (82.55 mm.) 
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result in a capacity of 34 litres. No 
details about the engine have been 
released except that it is to have a 
compression ratio of 10 to 1 plus a 
blower, to yield 300 hp. for its 
weight of 500 Ibs. Some sketches 
seem to indicate that the blower is 
not of the familiar American centri- 
fugal type, and that the engine has 
overhead valves operated by push 
rods and rockers. This engine is 
now actually undergoing tests, and 
some Detroit rumours say that it is 
basically the engine for Buick cars 
of about two years from now. 
The fuel system includes two 16- 
gallon rubberized-fabric, aircraft- 
fuel cells, one in cach of the 
ins of the rear wings. One of these 
tanks is for petrol of 80 octane or 
better, while the other is to carry 
methanol. The latter is to be in- 
jected into the engine via the car- 
buretter “at a certain speed range 
for extra power boost”. 


Torque Converter 


‘The drive from the engine is by a 
central fixed shaft to a “Dynaflow” 
torque converter mounted on the 
frame just ahead of the differential, 
which is also fixed. latter is 
flanked on both sides by the rear 
brakes, and from them, universally- 
jointed half-shafts extend to the 
inde dent rear wheels. Unsprung 

it is obviously at a near 
inigtmam, 

Wishbone independent front sus- 
pension appears to be used, with 
telescoping shock absorbers associ- 
ated with the wishbone, which is at 
the top. An arm apparently taking 
the place of the usual lower wish- 
bone suggests torsion-bar springing 
at the front, especially as the usual 
coil springs are not shown. Mention 
has been made of a special “anti- 

dive” feature of some kind to pre- 
vent the nose from dipping when 

raking. 

As to rear springing, one suspects 
conventional half-elliptics, telescopi- 
cally damped, but it would not be 
surprising if these springs turned out 
to be of the single wide leaf variety. 
The means for controlling rear 
wheel geometry have not been 
revealed. 

The brakes have finned drums of 
only 9 ins. diameter due to the use 
of small wheels, and are somewhat 
cloudily referred to as being “of a 
twin-shoe type to provide more 
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braking surface”. Slots in the rear 
wings admit air to ducts leading to 
the rear brakes. Actuation is 
doubtless hydraulic. 

Apart from the futuristic exterior, 
Le Sabre’s coachwork appointments 
seem to foretell the total physical 
decline of the average motorist. 
With great ingenuity, provision has 
been made to climinate almost 
every possible exertion of the driver 


and passengers. 


Electrically Operated Door Latches 

The door latches are worked 
electrically by push buttons, and the 
windows are lowered and raised by 
the same means. If the driver 
wishes to adjust his seat position, 
an electrically-operated screw jack 
does it for him. What is more, if 
he is indecently clad, the comfort of 
his posterior is looked after by ther- 
mostatically controlled seat warmers 
which augment the usual warm air 
circulating system. 

The hood goes up and down 
electrically, but the novel feature 
here is the desirable lack of visible 
linkage. If the rattles have de- 
parted into the same limbo as the 
linkage, a great deed has been 
accomplished. 

For the forgetful driver, provision 
has been made to guard against the 
car's discomfort due to unexpected 
rain when left unattended with the 
hood down. A “sensitized spot” 
between the seats tells the mechan- 
ism to hoist the hood and windows! 

Somewhat anti-climactic is the 
fitting of built-in hydraulic jacking, 
a feature still unknown in America, 
where a “gas station” is nearly 
always just around the corner. 


Altimeter and Compass 


The fascia board is extremely 
thoroughly equipped. The instru- 
ments are in two groups, one on the 
steering column, and the other in 
the usual place, under a crash pad. 
In addition to the customary dials, 
others inform as to altitude, direc- 
tion (ie, a compass), engine oil 
temperature and torque converter 
fluid level and temperature. For 
those who simply do not read 
gauges, warning lights emphasize 
shortages as to fuels, oil, and torque 
converter fluid. 

The numerous knobs, which con- 
trol the usual things plus the hood, 
windows, seat adjuster, jacking 
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system, etc., are all lighted too, by 
means’ of ‘small bulbs in plastic 


Gravion fob esfarcettrmmmven oe 
electrical units, it is only natural 
that the generator should be un- 
usually generous, and 12-volt at 
that. The accumulator is in the 
rear of the car, and its compartment 
is ventilated by the ducting for 
cooling the rear brakes. 

Turning now to the externals of 
the coachwork, we find still more 
items of interest. The elliptical 
‘object in the nose, for instance, re- 
volves out of sight when the lighting 
switch is turned on, and a pair of 
close-set headlamps mounted on its 
reverse side swing into place. 

The opening under the revolving 
headlamp device is, of course, the 
air opening, supplemented by others 
under the bumper. The radiator 
itself is of aluminium. 


The “Jet” Tail 


At the tail of the car, what looks 
like the exhaust end of a jet aircraft 
is really not only the rear bumper, 
but the home of the brake warning 
light. The three lights on the trail- 
ing edges of the rear wings are tail 
lamps and direction signal lamps, 
while somewhat beneath them are 
the reversing lights. At night, in 
reverse with the brakes on and with 
the direction signals going, the effect 
of nine lights at the rear must be 
not less than dazzling! 

The spare wheel-cum-tyre is in 
the customary boot formed by the 
rear part of the body. 

‘One remaining unusual feature is 
that in some manner the rear 
window, when the hood is up, acts 
as a prism to focus on to the rear 
vision mirror a general view to the 
rear of the car. 

It is, of course, impossible to say 
which of Le Sabre’s features will be 
applied to what General Motors cars 
of the indefinite future. General 
Motors people readily admit that 
cost and other considerations would 
bar the use of most of them on any 
car today. However, Mr. Earl's 
first prototype of this nature, built 
in 1938, was quite advanced in its 
day, and some of its elements were 
later used on production models. 
Le Sabre can therefore be con- 
sidered as a peek into the crystal 
ball, but only time will sort the 
dreams from the facts. 
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Correspondence. 


THornToN HeaTH, SURREY. 


. . . 


The 1,500 c.c. G.P. Delages 


Mg RB. R. C. Walker's letter in the current i 
‘Avrosroat would seem to clear up the mj 
fourth G.P. Delage, as he quoted three cars as 
“Ho roy 1948 i I printed a ph ph 
wwever, in 1948 a motoring journal printed a photogra 
of one of ‘these cars which had come to light in America, 
where it had remained since being driven at Indianapolis by 

Chiron in 1929. 

This gives us one car too many, and I suggest that the some- 
what shadowy De Rovin car was actually the one owned by 
Chiron which passed to Robert Senechal, being driven by 
De Rovin at Monte Carlo because Chiron was then at Indiana- 
polis, and at San Sebastian because Chiron was driving a 


“fo return to Mr. Walker's letter, he quotes Hampshire's car 

£2. whereas a photograph of Hampshire at Geneva 
shows an unmistakable iL. chassis. There seems at 
first sight to be a further mystery here, but I believe I have 
the solution. 

In 1936, Prince Chula bought Seaman's Delage together with 
a vast quantity of spares which Seaman took over from Earl 
Howe, | These must have come mainly from the car 
that was wrecked at Monza, and included its engine. Chula 
also bought the remaining Delage from Capt. Davis. 

However, being anxious about the state of the Delage chassis 
frame, Chula had one, or possibly two, completely new chassis 
frames built, incorporating i.f.s. 

All Prince Chula’s Delage parts later passed to Reg Parnell, 
who in 1946 two i.fs. Delages, while the spare 
engine, as Mr. ith records, was installed in the Challenger. 

In 1947 Parnell parted with the two i.f.s. cars, retaining the 
Challenger, which seems to have appeared only once, in the 


Isle of Man, driven by Hampshire, the chassis proving most 


unsatisfactory. i : 

In 1948 the third Delage makes its appearance, being entered 
by Hampshire for the Jersey race, together with Woodall’. 
If we assume that this could not have Habershon’s car, 
one solution suggests itself—that it consisted of the engine 
‘out of the Challenger installed in the original non-i.fs. chassis 
discarded by Prince Chula, » . 

‘A report on the race describes it as having a non-vint 
Wilson box—probably the one used by Earl Howe and dis- 
carded by Seaman as too heavy—and 2 LS brakes, fitted, of 
course, by Seaman, No mention is made of i.fs,; so here we 
have the ex-Seaman non-i.fs. chassis now owned by Mr. 
Walker, which is indeed the ex-Hampshire car, 

Paraice KELLY, 
Hanzow, Mipox. 


was sitting 
pemey, foe CD. cn the, Rest vane Je ino rye Don Lea~ 
rancis hoping and praying that Scott, who was entered and 
had not, as then, put in an appearance, would remain absent! 
But in the interval that all too familiar “Yowl" to the pad- 
dock ay ised the arrival of “Bomber” Scott and 
his 1 ge as it'was popularly known and, of courte, 
he made F.T.D. with his one allowable remaining run, but as 
I recollect, a fraction slower than Liewellyn's ier record. 
J. ALLAN ARNOLD. 
MANCHESTER. 


More Power from Unsupercharged Engines 

AN enforced holiday—'flu—gives me the opportunity of 
joining the discussion on the possibilities of vastly in- 

creased power outputs from unsupercharged engines at present 

Corre 18 YORE TAL te ol t 

‘Some slight knowledge of si linder engines prom, 
me to put the cart before the horse and state, atthe beginning 
of this letter, that intensive development’ of an unblown 
engine will produce a result that is similar to the intensive 
development of its supercharged counterpart, 

1 believe one of the crticians levelled at what it to. dat, 
su to most potent supercharged 14 litre engine, 
is closely paralleled by a similar criticism directed at current 
500 cc. unblown racing engines. In both cases the useful rev. 
Tange is severely limited and, in the case of the single, there 
is no useful power below 4,500 r.pm. 

To overcome this disadvantage in the car a five-speed gear- 
box was employed and, judging from comment in technical 
n found wanting, Fierce 


Press and other journals, has 
maltreatment of the clutch—at times used as an infinitely 
variable gear—overcomes the disadvantage on two-wheelers. 
Extensive, development can, 1 believe, bring about quite 
incredible outputs {rom unblown engines but—and here's the 
snag—at virtually one engine ‘To obtain proportional 
Outputs above and below this figure an entirely different box 
of magic is required and different valve diagrams, inlet tracts, 
pipe lengths and megaphone shapes are necessary.’ Thus, stay- 
ing with the unblown engine for a moment, to maintain this 
fantastically good result through the engine range—or at least 
a reasonable engine range—all the components must be vari- 
able. ‘Quite a problem. | ae : 
ing comparable power outputs types o} 

engine, blown and unblown, we mustalso assume. the basic 
capable of coping and that, as far as cost of construc- 

both will be equally expensive. We are, 

the cost of development and manufacture 
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‘on one hand of the multiple variables—inlet tract, cam gear, 
etc—and on the other of one-, two- or three-siage super- 
charging. Not forgetting the cost of developing driveis capable 
of wo-King something akin to a Wurlitz cinema organ! 

charged. single ¢ ylinder 
a en oe 

considerable information has been amassed concerning, port 


development on unsuper 


years ago regulat 
pipes would not terminate in front of a line, eic., etc. 
tuner found that his optimum pipe length was short of this 
point and stuck a piece of large diameter pipe on to make up 
the difference. His astonishment can be imagined when he 
found an inerease in power with the odd length in place. 
From that day the megaphone has never looked back and 
has grown more imposing and raucous with the passing years, 
until 1950! Then Guzzis had to spoil things by appeariny 
with a megaphone possessing a reversed cone on its extremity! 
It makes life tedious. 


Dennis J, HARDWICKE. 
ALVECHURCH, NR. BIRMINGHAM. 


Power from Unsupercharged Engines 
[ WAS very interested in John Bolster’s article on unsuper- 


Merlin, and the 268 


‘olls-Royoe 
Sh er —*g the B.R.M., bath of of which 


percha 
i ‘would sik to 


=o out that I am not con- 


ike to say that, 

although a unit of this type would not be feas- 

ible for Grand Prix racing, it might be pos 

sible to design something along these lines for 
‘cc. racing. 

G. Srowsn. 


NOTTINGHAM. 


Ford B.LP. in Ulster 
[De rary, to Rawal Lowry’s northern heads 
ruary issue) I can only say that Mr. 

scot etanas by ike given, and I accept 
Ht, with absolute confidence. With a canniness 
of our Scots ancestry, we refuse to dis- 

that_Mr. 
Scott is. prepared to’ meet “English "Ford: 
fpovlalitie "cur the fai ot bate’ at” any 
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time, Indeed, he suggests an event at Silversione this year, 
Ra Soe tit 
oy Derren thee 


to mind—while a Y-type ust of necessity be relieved 
of Its original trout’ axle, brakes, and wire, wheels before 
fications are even coniemplated. These changes, 


anyone who expects to 
io‘that of the Linda and Scott Fords ‘expendi- 
Tare of toch clnom tought, nod fokding ttte fo lable to be 
vastly disappointed. 
‘pbY,all means et us have a 1.172 ce. formula, but to give 
Chance, fot it boas carefully, defined bs 
Holland Birkets excellent 150 .c- specification. 
F. Witson McComn, 
BELFAST. 


A 1,172 Formula? 
R. J. D. BRYANT has got a good idea in his plea for Ford 
10 sports cars (261.51) and I hope that others will come 

forward in support scheme, too. 
Clearly the first step is to, form 3, Club, and then you can 
have a meeting, constitute rules, tions and a programme. 
My, own hope i to rus, Ford, 10angined epriat ear for 
the 1951 season and this road ie we eure 

tunity for testing my car against in their 

""iiven if the proposed Club for the 1,172 
ven if lub were to get events for the 1) 

Forms 'run by. fxisting Clubs in their members” meeting. 
a good start could be made and the probable form for 1952 

would be gauged by the end of thei sauon. 

eaEK GODFREY (L1.-CMDR., R.N.) 
ARUNDEL, SUSSEX. 


Where the Power Goes 
J ¥£xp with interest the article “Where the Power Goes" in 
the issue of the 26th January, and would like to raise the 
following points, 
The main theine is “that efficient streamlining would reduce 
drag and if the weight was not increased, the speed would 


Now the CD of the Auto-Union Type C is given as .61 in 
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by 11 per cent 
{hot onl 


Centre of mic Pressure which, in such a type of car 
can reach a point well ahead of its nose. This means the 
car would be over-sensitive to side winds and hard to handle, 
if not unstable on corners. % z 

Mr. G. Lind Walker deals with this in his article “ 
tional Stability” in The Automobile Engineer. Neither 
Mercedes-Benz nor Auto-Union appear to have mastered this 
problem, their fully fared cars being more suited to track or 
Straight-line record work than road racing. 

In conclusion, I feel that the main requirements of a $00 
ce. car are road-holding, good handling and braking, and a 
general clean-up of suspension and cooling air flow, where 
Sady currents must be considerable; rather than designing for 

-out speed to the detraction of former qualities. 


E, J. A. EDWARDS, AM.LED. 
(Caapwett Heat, Essex. 


Where the Power Goes 
WWuen I first saw the article “Where the Power Goes” I was 

very pleased, as I have wanted some authoritative informa 
tion on this subject for some time. My soon turned 
to annoyance, however, when I tried to sort out the information 


requil 

Firstly, the curves of slip and weight omit the definite 
mention of the units of the weight parameter and the whole 
discussion on tyre slip finishes “in the air” with no conclusi 

The units ot rolling resistance for which the formula 
presented are not stated and the formula does not seem to 
agree with the table. The weight of the hypothetical car is 
not quoted. 

‘However, I would now like to make some constructive 
criticism. From the curves presented I have estimated the 
gearbox ‘ratios and tabulated them with gearbox efficiencies 


supplied by Burman’s and the altered values of power avail- 
able at the back wheel. 
Ratio Efficiency H.P. at Back Wheel 

Top 1.0 99 36 

3 1.26 961 34.7 

2nd 1.74 941 34 

Ist 2.77 ‘917 3 
This alters the power available for acceleration co 
ably. 


T have noticed on my, racing motorcycle that 1 get, mare 
1pm. in top gear, the higher the tyre pressures, and wonder 
if this spin 


due to i or reduced rolling resistance. 
R. W. Foster-Peco, A.F.R.AcS. 
ASTON-ON-TRENT, DERBYSHIRE. 
Trials Regs. 
"ave been a motor sport spectator for more than 20 
years, and I have formed several ideas about regulations 
and organizing motoring events in general; fortunately these 
will never take effect. On the subject of trials, their organizing 
and regulations, it is quite evident that it is getting increasingly 
difficult to find sections to beat or put to test the modern trials 
car, just as it was to find sections to beat the comp. tyre in 
days of old. The modern trials special with its weight 
distribution can hardly be called a trend in the right direction, 
‘or can it? It only wants somebody's rear engined car to go 
Straight on into a traffic Island and the suthorities wil clans 
jown on the sport with a mighty 1 position wil 
be awkward, if not hopeless. 
Having given this much thought I have come to the con- 
mn that some rules will have to be altered to make the 


ch 
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cars safe and road-worthy. If a rule on the following line 
was introduced into car specifications as issued by the R.AC.. 
I think it would help rather than hinder the sport and would 
give the less wealthy a chance to compete: 

(a) That the engine timing case shall be no further than six 
(© ins. behind the centre line of the front wheels, 

(6) That the back of the driver’s seat shall be no less than 
10 ins. in front of the rear wheel centre line, and the passen- 
gers shall be in line with some, 

(©) If a competitor requires more weight over the rear 
wheels let him (or her), have it by all means, but he shall be 

ized by making him carry the extra weight over and 
above the normal essentials of a motor car. 

If something on the above lines could be introduced, I do 
not think too many complaints would arise, as I think most 
people agree that things are getting to be beyond a joke, 


1H. GorDon INESON. 
BisTatt, NR. LEEDS. 


‘Trial Specials 

Havin recently competed and passengered in several trials, 
it does occur to me that the specials could reasonably 

fairly be matched against standard cars if the latter were 

allowed “knobblies”. 

To make fair competition, standard cars would have to be 
completely standard and no supercharger, fancy gear ratios 
or wi sizes allo 

‘This means the standard car owner would have a real 
chance of success if he will risk dirtying or damaging his 
motor car. 

Ropert Bartow, 
Dansury, Essex. 


Farinetta? 


Wie on one of my journeys as a commercial traveller, 1 
was approaching a left-hand bend when, speeding towards 


classical con: 


troled side, "As the car reached the gr the powe: 
i grass verge a 
came on and pulled it on to a straight course again. This 
certainly reminded me of days at Silverstone, watching the 
masters and, as the car me, in anticipating « 
When't beheld’ Sale bespectacled: grey-haieed old lady? 
a) a l, ired ol 1 
Tam still wondering, was she a stadent of Dr. Farina, his 
tutor, or just hoping for the best? 
Kerr H. Dovotas. 
NornincHam. 


TC versus TD 


J very reluctant to pass an opinion on the M.G. TC and 

TD controversy and have waited, hoping to see something 
in the correspondence column which would save readers having 
my suggestions inflicted on them. I have a very definite per- 
sonal preference but would rather keep this quiet in the 
hope that every M.G. owner who is really interested in this 
subject will act on the following suggestion. 

‘On Saturday, 12th May, as announced in AvrosrorT on 
19th January, the West Essex Car Club are holding the first 
of a series of race meetings at Borcham and I understand 
from the Hon. Competition Secretary, that it is the intention 
of the club to run a race in which all competitors will be 
driving M.G. Midgets and will, in all probability, be required 
to carry manufacturers’ bodywork. ‘club anticipate an 
entry of at least three TDs and considerably more TA and 
TC models. There already exists a special trophy for the best 

formance by an M.G. Midget in an event run by the 

-E.CC., and it fairly certain that this race will help decide 
both the merits of the two models and the winner of this award. 
_ What better chance could there be for all those interested 
in this subject. With nearly three months to tune the T types 
up, it should prove very interesting and even amusing, should 
the race be won by a PB! 

‘Oh dear, what have I said? 


Soura Wooprorp, E.18. 


R. W. Jacons, 
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IRISH 500 CLUB A.G.M. 
2 Races and 2 Hillclimbs this year 


N 3lst January, Dr. Harry 
OFTinsley's Belfast residence was 
‘once again invaded by enthusiasts, 
for the A.G.M. of the 500 Motor 
Racing Club of Ireland. The Hon. 
Treasurer being unavoidably absent, 
reports were read by Hon. Sec. J. L- 
Stirling, who explained the decision 
to abandon the club's Downhill 
venue, owing to restrictions placed 
on its use by the R.A.C. Stating that 
the present membership figure was 
ee Ce Lodi that trials 
and social events wo! organized 
when the club's finances were in 
better health. The programme al- 
ready announced for 1951 included 
two race meetings at Newtownards 
Airfield on 17th March and 4th 
August, and hillclimbs at Cairn- 
castle on Sth May and Ist September. 
Mr. Robert McCann, J.P., then 
took over from the outgoing chair- 
man, Mr. T. S. Simpson, and the 
election of officers led as 
follows: President, ie Earl of 
Antrim. Chairman, T. S. Simy 
Vice-Chairman, Robert McCann, 
LP. Hon. Secretary, J. L. Stirling. 
Hon. Treasurer, W. Carson. Council, 
Messrs. A am, McComb, 
Campbell, Leeper, Graham, McCul- 
lough, Tinsley and Jackson. In view 
is generosity to the club in the 
past, it was recommended to the 
council that Mr. Sydney Durbridge 
be elected a Vice-President, Commo- 
dore C. A. R. Shillington’s name 
being also proposed. The proceed- 
ings closed wit a vote of thanks to 
Dr. and Mrs. Tinsley for the lavish 
refreshments provided at each meet- 
ing of the club. 


. . . 


THE MANCHESTER U.M.C. 
RALLY 


R. Dobson (Triumph) Best Car 
Performer 


‘THE Howarth Trophy Rally went 
off well on Sunday, 28th January. 
There were 27 starters, which in- 
cluded four motorcycles and one 
combination, the remainder being 
cars of all types from an Alvis 


> coma. Note 
University! 


and a social evening followed. There 
was a spot of difficulty in locating 
the first control, but 21 of the 


by R. Dobson in a 
loon, while D. Clegg on 
a 350 cc, B.S.A. took the motor- 
cycle class. It was agreed that 
Organizing Secretary T. A. Carlisle 
had done a notably good job. 


POPULAR BRISTOL FILM 
SHOW 


1 Film Show at the “Grand”, 
Bristol, on 24th January brought 
together more than 200 members 
and friends with “Esso” and “Shell” 
making the film contributions. A 
mixed bag of events was excellently 
covered bringing in the major events 
at Silverstone and Goodwood, and 
the motorcycle was well provided 
for with T.T. and Six-Day Trial 
events. Geoff Murdoch gave fine 
commentaries on the silent “Esso” 
films and being a racing man (he got 
a fourth in the 1948 Senior T.T.) he 
knew what sort of detail was re- 


This month's Film Show was held 
at the “Grand” on 7th February. 
The Club 1950 film and the Le Mans 
epic “Endurance” made up the pro- 


gramme. 
Regulations will be issued shortly 


for the Closed Invitation Race meet- 
ing at Castle Combe on 31st March. 
etree Clubs are B.AR« 
. Bentley D.C., Midland 


being made for the admittance of the 
general public. 


STANDARD CARS ONLY 
R. Oakes (M.G.) Best in Lancs 
and Cheshire Trial 


A PPALLING weather conditions 
greeted competitors in the Lancs 
and Cheshire M.C.'s Standard Car 
Trial, held last Sunday, 11th Febru- 
ary, and not surprisingly there were 
a few non-starters. 

Seventeen stalwarts in standard 
(same as you can buy) cars set off 
from Macclesfield in a snow storm, 
heading for the first section, Cat and 
Fiddle 1 and 2, aL led every- 
‘one except D. in a 1932 
Ford V8 cou Next b best were R. 


(Ford) who each lost four marks. 

Through snow-covered Cheshire 
Janes the route led to Test 1, where 
the fastest run was put up by K. 
Bancroft (Ford 10) in 20.8 ‘secs. 
Following a lunch stop at the Setter 
Dog Inn, an innovation to standard 
cars was a hill which had to be 
climbed in reverse. This section 
started with a hairpin bend, and with 
weight distribution reversed pro- 
duced some comical spectacles. 
However, more than half the entry 
climbed ‘clean, noteworthy among 
them being N. Bloor in a 16 h.p. 
Rover saloon. 

After two further tests the trial 
finished at the Dixon Arms Hotel, 
Chelford, where it turned out that 
Oakes was best performer with a 
loss of eight marks, runner-up being 
D. S. Rayner in the Ford coupé. 

Results 


eee GEE AR: Oakes MG) 8 
lost; 2, D. S. Rayner (Ford) 12 
marks lost. 
Goes 1. A 3. Lilley (ord) 20 
marks lost; 2, K. oft (Ford) 
marks lovtt 3,’ Miss B. Corbishley (ria) 
30, marks lost 
Award: D. Robertshaw (Sun- 
beam Tatbon) 30 amavis fost 
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First International Rally of Great Britain 
R.A.C.’s Big June Event over 1,800 miles. 
High Speed, Regularity and Hillclimb Tests. 


RITAIN’S first International Rally 

will take place between 4th and 
9th June this year. Organized by the 
R.A. it will be an event primarily 
of touring nature, but is intended to 
be a serious competition of as 
severe a character as is practicable 
considering the road conditions of 
Great Britain. 

The route covers approximately 
1,800 miles and will include high 
speed, hill climbing, regularity and 
various other tests designed to dis- 
cover the prowess of competitors, 
and suitability of their cars, 

i from four 


passage 
pels sonia and Wales and 
return to England. Night stops on 
Sth, 6th and 7th June are allowed. 

‘The Rally finishes at Bourne- 
mouth on the afternoon of Friday. 
8th June, and the final tests take 
place there the following day. 

The Rally will be open only to 
production type cars of which at 
least 50 have been sold to the public 
prior to Ist April, 1951. Competitors 
on making an entry will be required 
to furnish a cal e and full speci. 
fication of the car 


in respect of compression rat 
trical equipment and the fitting of 
additional equipment for the com- 
fort of the crew. No change of any 
major component of the car will be 
permitted during the Rally and any 
damage sustained by the car or 
failure of specified items of equip- 
ment will involve penalties, nor will 
any organized outside assistance be 
permitted. 

Cars will be divided into four 
general classifications of equal status 
as follows: 

1. Open cars with an engine 
capacity exceeding 1.500 c.c. 
2. Open cars with an engine 
capacity of less than 1,500 c.c. 


3. Closed cars with an_engine 
capacity exceeding 1,500 c.. 

4. Closed cars with an engine 
capacity of less than 1,500 c.c. 
Awards will total £1,500 in value 


ies, a special 
‘eam Award for 


Entries will be limited to a total 
of 300 and not more than 100 com- 
petitors may depart from any one 
starting control, Entries will be ad- 
mitted in the following manner: — 
100 British entrants will be given 
preferential selection by the R.A.C.: 
other National Automobile Clubs 
will be asked to give preferential 
selection to a total of 100 foreign 
competitors to the following num- 
bers: — 


France 235 
Sweden 10 
Denmark 5 
Portugal 5 
Switzerland 5 
Holland 1s 

Italy et AS 
Norway 5 
Belgium... f 5 

Other nationalities 20 

The remaining 100 competitors 
will be selected by a ballot among 


all remaining —en| 
nationality. 

Entry fee will be £15 inclusive of 
insurance as required by the Laws 
of Great Britain, and specified per- 
sonal accident insurance up to a 
limit of £2,000 for the occupants of 
each competing car. 

Entries close on 30th April, and 
full regulations will be issued on 
19th March 


of any 


JERSEY ANNUAL DINNER 


HE Annual Dinner and Presenta- 

tion of Trophies of the Jersey 
MC. & LCC. was held at the 
Merton Hotel, Jersey, on Ist Febru- 
ary, when over 300 members and 
friends were 


Edward Grasett, and Lady Grasett: 
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Jurat Major E. P. Le Masurier, 
O.BE., the Licut.-Bailiff; C. S. 
Harrison, Esq, HM. 

General; Major R. E. B. Voisin, 
H.M. Receiver-General; mee 
Cc. P. Rumfitt; Senator Le 
pee Deputy E. H. Lena Brocq, 

O.B.E.; F. Le Boutillier, Esq., Con- 
stable of St. Ouen; and many offi- 
cials of the States of Jersey. 

The Bailiff, Sir Alexander Cou- 
tanche; the Consul de France and 
Senator Colonel J. Collas were un- 
able to attend through indisposition. 


Proposed 
toast of “The Club” in a speech 
which showed his deep interest in 
motor sport. His Excellency paid 
many tributes to the Club, 

‘Mr. R. L. Sangan, president, res- 
ponded, giving many interesting 
details of club activities. He ex- 
pressed appreciation of the great co- 
operation of competitors and officials 
and the great unity to which the suc- 
cess of the Club was due. 


of the International Road Race and 
other events. 
Following the speeches, Lady 
Grasett, accompanied by Mrs. P. 
Oxenden, vice-president. presented 
the Club’s collection of 
trophies to last year’s winners. 


. .- . 


NOTTINGHAM S.C.C. NOTES 
‘HE “first Thursday of the month” 
meeting, Which has now become 

a recognized rendezvous for the 
motoring enthusiasts of the district, 
took place at the “Admiral Rodney” 
pee house. Owing to her absence 
‘rom the Annual Dance, Mrs. Nancy 
Binns was presented with the Per- 
formance Trophy, for the best per. 
formance in all races throughout last 
season. 

The Club’s Closed Pilkington 
Trorhy Trial. over an approximately 
70-mile course, takes place on 25th 
February, starting from the Plaisance 
Yacht Club Car Park, Wilford Road, 
West Bridgford at 2 p.m. 


February 16, 1951 


News from the Clubs—contd. 
THE KITCHING TROPHY 
TRIAL 


RBoUtations are now available 
for the North Midland M.C.’s 
Kitching Trophy Trial, to be held 
‘on Sunday, 25th February. Entries 
close today, 16th February,.but you 
may still be in time to help. The 
start will be at 11 a.m. at the Eagle 
Hotel, Buxton, and the finish will be 
at the same place. The course will 
be a sporting one of approximately 
40 miles. 


FURNESS DISTRICT MOTOR 
CLUB 


T= Charles Kendal Trophy Com- 
| petition for normal touring cars 
will take place on Sunday, 18th 
February, starting at 1 p.m. from 
Gascow Quarry, Alverston. The 
event is open to club members only 
The course will be about 40 miles 
in the Furness district, finishing at 
the Manor Hotel, Oxen Park, where 
tea will be available if booked and 
paid for before the start. 

* * * 
BROUGH AERODROME RACES 
ON EASTER SATURDAY 
Motoreyele and 500 c.c. Car Races 
T=, Half-litre Club have been 

invited to stage 500 c.c. car races 
at the Blackburn Welfare M.C.'s 
motorcycle race meeting at Brough 
on 24th March. The course, which 
measures just over a mile in length, 
is situated within 10 minutes walk 
from Brough Station, on the main 
Goole-Hull line (N.E. Div.). The 
car races for the S00 cc. Cars 
Championship, will be run in seven- 
lap heats and a 15-lap final. Racing 
starts at 2 p.m. 

. * . 
VS.C.C-—A LIGHT CAR 
SECTION 
Hae! Vintage Sports Car Club an- 

nounce the formation of a Light 
Car Section, which will encompass 
cars of under 1,500 c.c. manufac- 
tured prior to 31st December, 1930, 
for which the makers never claimed 
more than 30 b.h-p., and which are 
not sports models. The object of 
the section, which is under the chair- 
manship of Mr. W. Boddy, is to 
recapture the atmosphere of the new 
motoring era of the immediate post 
Great War period together with its 
ideal of informal comradeship and 
economical motoring. 
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THANKS FOR THE T/ 


Wade, Jeff Dixon, Chris Peterson and V 


MCs annual dinner on 2nd Februar 
with a tankard by President Crosthw 
members of the commit 


‘KARD (Left to Right): Russell Lowry, Johnny 


Crosthwaite at the Liverpool 
‘Northern Lights" was presented 
ite, on behalf of past and present 


in recognition of 10 years’ successful chairman- 


ship of the Club. 


The hon. secretary, A. Jeddere 
Fisher, will endeavour to help mem- 
bers trace spares and data for their 
cars, and it is hoped to organize 
social and quietly competitive events 
in various parts of the country, and 
re-runs of historic light car events 
such as the London-Exeter. 

Membership is open to any 
V.S.C.C. members, and readers in 
quest of information should get in 
touch with the secretary at Aspley 
Cottage, Kingston Blount, Oxon. 

* * * 


SEVERN VALLEY MOTOR 
CLUB 


He annual general meeting was 

held on Ist February at The 
Brooklands Hotel, Shrewsbury, when 
the Victor Ludorum award (The 
Harlech Trophy) was presented to 
F. Oldum (Morris 8 and Allard) for 
the best aggregate performance in 
the competitive events held during 
the 1950 season. Runners-up were 
P. Fullwood (M.G. TC) and P. Reade 
(Riley Spl). 

The competition secretary, Terry 
Heath, announced the followin 
events to be held this season 
7th February, visit to Rolls-Royce 
Works at Crewe; 25th February, 
trial in the Wrekin area; 3rd-4ih 
March, Burnham-on-Sea rally (N. 
Staffs M.C. invitation); 31st March- 
Ist April, “Rallye Telegraphique ” 


(Bugatti Owners’ Club invitation), 
22nd April, trial in Shrewsbury area: 
13th-14th May, Rally to Portmeirion 
(C.1); 10th June, night driving trial 
in Shropshire; and 22nd July, driving 
tests. 

Other events will be arranged, 
cluding treasure hunts, social rui 
etc., for those drivers and/or cars 
who prefer the less strenuous life. 
It is also hoped to arrange some 
speed events, if a suitable venue can 
be found. 

Mr. C. Kieft, and Mr. G._N. 
Mackie (of Kieft and Marauder Cars 
respectively) have accepted vice- 
Presidencies. Ted Oakley's Alfa 
may now get some competition! 


* . . 


BENTLEY DRIVERS’ 3-DAY 
EASTBOURNE RALLY 


Ts vigorous body, the Bentley 
Drivers’ Club, are staging an 
Invitation Rally to Eastbourne ex- 
tending from Friday, 30th March, to 
Sunday, Ist April. Invited clubs 
are Aston Martin Owners’, Lancia, 
Lagonda, the Frazer-Nash section 
of the V.S.C.C., and the Metro- 
politan Police Driving School Sports 
Club. There are six starting points, 
London, Alveston, Newmarket, 
Ringwood, Atherstone and Uckfield, 
and competitors will converge on 
Aston Rowant, and then proceed by 
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an undisclosed route to Eastbourne, 
total distance not exceeding 300 
miles. 

On the second day, driving tests 
will be carried out on Eastbourne 
sea front, and on Sunday hill climb 
tests at Bo-peep Hill on the Firle 
Estate (10 miles outside Eastbourne) 
will conclude the Rally. There will 
be a Supplementary Contest for 
those wishing to take part only in 
the driving and hill climb tests, yt 
entries for this will only be accepted 
if the number of competitors for the 
Rally as a whole fall short of a set 
maximum, 

Entries will be received up to 
10th March, by the Secretary, 
Lt.-Col. C. H. D. Berthon, Madges, 
Long Crendon, Aylesbury, Bucks. 


RAYMOND MA 
Curzon's toast of 


“The Sport", at the recent annual 
dinner-dance of the Chiltern C.C. at the 
ull Hotel, Gerrards Cross. 


CEMIAN’S KENT CUP TRIAL 


‘Mé Cemian M.C. will hold their 

closed Kent Cup Trial on Sunday, 
25th February, starting from the 
Spring Tavern, Wrotham Heath, at 
2 p.m. The course extends over 
approximately 40 miles of Kent's 
trials land. 
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‘Coming Attractions 

February 17. Riley M.C. Winter 
Rally, Surrey. Start Virginia Water. 

February 17. Eastern Counties M.C. 
Trial, Suffolk. 

February 17. Ulster A.C. Trial, N. 
Ireland. 

February 17. M.G. Car Club (Irish) 
Experts Trial. “Start 215° pam, 
Jockstown Inn, nr. Tallaght. 

February 17. Vintage S.C.C. Bisley 
Rally. 


February 17-18. Peterborough M.C. 
Night Navigation Rally. St 
10.30 p.m., nr. Bletchley, Bucks. 

February 18. Circuit of Filipstad, 
‘Sweden. (500 c.c. and S.) 

February 18. Circuit of Vendelos, 
‘Sweden. (300 ¢.c. and S.) 

February 18. Tunbridge Wells M.C. 
Trial, Tunbridge. 

February 18. Sheffield and Hallam- 
shire MC. Sporting Trial, Derby- 
shire. 

February 18. Rhyl and D.M.C. Trial, 
N. Wales. 


February 18. W. Hants and Dorset 
CC. “Hartwell Cup Trial. Start 
10 am., Sandford Hotel, Wareham 
Road. 

February 18. Lothian C.C. Half-Day 
Trial, Scotland. 

Febi 18. Blackpool and Fylde 
MC. Trial, Yorks. 

February 18. Furness and D.M.C. 
Sporting Trial, Furness. Start 
1 pm., Gascow Quarry, Alverston, 

February 18. Rochdale and DMC. 

rial, Lancs. 


B.A.R.C,, YORKSHIRE CENTRE 


HE Yorks Centre of the B.A.R.C. 
have received invitations to take 


Y.SS.Cvs 4/44 Trophy Trial. Regu- 
lations and entry forms are available 


pe 
NMMC.; J. 
Rise”, Blackbrook, Belper, Derby- 


H. Hudson, “The 


shire. Y.S.C.C.: G. P. Mosby, 
“Low Wood”, Hebers Ghyll Drive, 
Mikey Yorks. 

A.R.C. members are also invited 
to ‘ake part in the Lancashire Auto- 
mobile Club's Morecambe Rally on 
25/26/27th May. This will start on 
the Friday morning with a road sec- 
tion of approximately 250 miles. 
Friday evening will be spent in 
Morecambe. On Saturday morning 
there will be a further short road 
section, followed by driving tests. 
The Rally Ball will be held on 
Saturday evening, and the Concours 
d'Elegance on Sunday. Entries will 
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be limited, and it is anticipated that 
the list will close within a day or two 
of opening. B.A.R.C. members who 
wish to compete should inform M. S. 
Wilson, Silver Royd House, Leeds, 
12, before 31st March. 


. * * 


NEW LONDON CLUB 

| ena motoring enthusiasts at the 

Battersea Polytechnic, S.W.11, 
have recently formed the Battersea 
Polytechnic M.C., with A. 
Weston-Webb as Hon. Sec. 
plan a Rally on Sunday, 18th 
February, in the form of a set course 
on a route card, with three inter- 
mediate time checks and some start- 
ing and reversing tests to complete 
the course of 45 miles. 

. . . 


SUNDAY’S HARTWELL CUP 
TRIAL 

New Weight Distribution Formula 
‘Try-out 


ya Jesty's scheme for excluding 
the more eccentric trials specials 
will be used by the West Hants and 
Dorset Club in their Hartwell Cup 
Trial on Sunday. By this formula, 
ing cars are ighed at 
the front, and then at the ;.com- 
petitors then commence the trial with 
zero marks, and will be credited with 
marks for ‘successful completion of 
sections. At the end of the trial, the 
number of marks gained by com- 
petitors will be multiplied by the 
weight of the front of the car, and 
divided by the weight of the rear of 
the car. By this means the trials 
special with maximum weight at the 
rear will be at a disadvantage, and 
drivers of the normal type of car will 
stand good chances of success. 

‘The course is in Dorset, starting 
at 10 a.m. from the Sandford Hotel, 
about nf miles outside Wareham, 
and finishing at the Moonfleet Hotel. 
near Weymouth. One of the hills 
has to be climbed as slowly as pos- 
sible, failure counting as such, and 
the times being used to decide pos- 
sible ties. So far about 40 cars are 
entered. 


. * * 


as NIGHT 


Tit is a nga Nene Rally 
on the 17-18th February, which 
will be tomorrow by the time you 
read this. Entries will already have 
closed, but offers to serve as marshal 
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will be popular if made to Hon. 
Sec. H. H. Mayes, "Phone Nar- 
borough 3343, or Hon, Competiti 

Sec. K. M. Towle, "Phone Leicester 
59284. The start from near Bletch- 
iey is at 10.30 pm. for a 100-mile 


course. 
There will be a “Noggin and 
Natter” on 28th February at the 
Airman’s Rest (no more detailed 
address available) when the chief 
will be a talk, illustrated 
by lantern slides, by Mr. N. R. 
Chandler, late of the technical staff 
of Rolls-Royce, on the development 
of on motor car from 1885 to the 
early years of the present century. 
The Hon. Competitions Secretary, 
K. M. Towle, 136/152 Wharf Street, 
Leicester, is collecting a panel of 
marshals, and a number of members 
have already handed their names 
and telephone numbers to him. 
Plenty more are wanted. 
Future arrangements. Sunday, 
25th February, Sporting Trial for the 
Browett Trophy. | Saturday, 17th 


106 Jockey Road, Sutton Coldfield. 
* * . 


SHEFFIELD & HALLAMSHIRE 
AGM. 


Aen Annual General Meeting of 
the Sheffield and Hallamshire 
M.C. was held at the Norton Hotel 
on 31st January, Some 120 members 
were present and a record year was 
reported for 1950, membership hav- 
ing increased by 180 to a grand total 
of 510. Two race meetings are 
scheduled for Gamston, a Closed 
Invitation ig on Whit Monday 
and a date in July. The Motor- 
cycle Section also intends to run an 
event at this venue during the 
summer. 

The officials for the year were 
duly elected as follows: President, 
R. E. Maltby; Vice-President, 
A. M. Beardshaw, R. C. Wingfield, 
D. D. Wesley and L. A. Styring; Hon. 

. Arthur Scott. 


. . . 


A.C OWNERS’ CLUB FILM 
SHOW 


‘HE January meeting of the A.C. 
Owners’ Club was held at the 
Red Cow, Hammersmith on Wed- 
nesday, 3ist January, when a pro- 
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The Shell Film Unit’s productions 
of “Royal Silverstone” and the 
British 1949 pcm Pix were 
supplemented by “I k 1950” 
and a Cinémagazine which gave an 
excellent impression of a motor- 
cycle scramble. But the highspot 
was a really superb film of the Isle 
of Man motorcycle T.T.—one of 
the most comprehensive presenta- 
tions of a motoring event which can 
be imagined. Their nerves but par- 
tially restored by a period of refresh- 
ment, departing members were later 
heard to be muttering that snatch 
from “The Gondoliers” which goes 
“Dukes were three a penny” and 
thanking their stars as they drove off 
that they had four wheels beneath 
them. 
. . . 


MID-CHESHIRE CAR CLUB 
i has been decided that Friday, 

23rd February shall be the first of 
ies series of Club Nights, which will 

ace on the the last Friday of each 
ee Rendezvous will 
be the Witte ba Barn Hotel, Cudding- 
ton. On some nights there will be 
film shows, talks by well-known 
people in the motoring world, and 
other entertainments of a motoring 
nature. On more normal occasions, 
members will provide their own 
amusement by the exchange of views 
and ideas according to the well- 
known formula for “Noggins and 
Natters”. 

‘A polite reminder is extended 
that 1951 subscriptions are now 
due, and memberships will lapse if 
they are not paid by 28th February. 

. . . 


THE LIVERPOOL M.C.’s 
ANNUAL DINNER 

A PARTICULARLY enjoyable evening 

was spent by 120 members and 
friends at the Club’s Annual Dinner- 
Taaoes ist tas; esa Tote om 
Brighton, on 2nd Fel , 
Grand had really laid themselves out 
to provide all possible creature com- 
forts. Members did the rest. 
Speeches were reduced to the very 
minimum, and were concerned with 


Russell Lowry, who retired from 
the Chair 12 months ago. 
diversion in between el 
dances, a series of games was , 
which had been evolved in fer- 
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tile brain of Jeffrey Dixon, and 
which, having revealed the innermost 
secrets of most people’s lives, gener- 
ally left somebody the happy pos- 
sessor of a prize. Those who were 
not dancing retired reel te 
which had been specially o} for 
their convenience. This reposed 
behind a delicate structure of 
wrought iron, and, as the evening 


admirable fortitude. Those who had 
brought French grammar books with 
them were able to decipher mottoes 
on the wall to the effect that “Alco- 
hol means a slow death, but never 
mind, we're in no hurry”, and other 
appropriate sentiments. All very 
good fun. 

. 


SOUTH See 
MOTOR CLUB 


He SEC. D. A. THOMAS, C/O 
Pes Provincial Bank, Aber- 


February, when the features included 
“Far Horizons” dealing with the 


end of soit 
‘A most gratifying feature of the 
meeting was ie attendance of 


Club and the Rhyl and District 
Motor Club, which enabled an in- 
formal exchange of views to take 
place, auguring well for larger events 
to be run by the three clubs jointly. 


More club news om pare 224. 


ASTON MARTIN REGISTER for 1951 


Over three-quarters of the Astons running to-day listed and 

cross-referred. Copies available for non-members from 

Dudley Coram, Hon. Sec., A.M.O.C., 554 Limpsfield Road, 
Warlingham, Surrey. 


WE Guarantee 


IMPROVED BRAKING EFFICIENCY 


DRUMS 
IN STOCK 


2,000 


* Exchange Service * 


Re-lined Brake Drums, Ltd. 
76 High Street, Stoke Newington, 
London, N.16. ‘Phone: CLissold 0071/5. 


BRITTAINS == 


HERSTON MOTORS 


Bentley Saloon, very clean motor, mechanically excellent, 
ons 


ea 
atiey ‘Spced Six, open fourseater, genuine short chassis, in 
Supers order. Many special refinements.” Taxed 10° Dec, £10 Tax), 


£598 
1928 2L-.p, Humber Tourer in really fine order, runs like a Rolls. £90 
19M 21/60" Vauxhall Princccown Tourer in good order. ‘Taxed (£10 

2x). 
‘Space precludes any further description, but we have varlous other ae 
‘are ab itervice of the enthuriatt, we never close. 


730 for Personal attention, write or call, 


409/411, HIGH STREET, SWANAGE, DORSET 


Performance Cars 


THE SPORTS CAR PEOPLE 
HAMPSTEAD III (2 lines) 


re saloon 095 

bead body by Vanden Pins > 4469 

tourer by Vanden E308 

78 

Jitre 3-seater” hori chasis £375 

Speed. Six to 10 

PA. 2eater xs, 
Jensen 30 bp. ftied1.A. 35, 
1934 Alvis Speed “Twenty Tourer by Vanden ‘Plas ars 
ey Falcom 13/6. saloon 0 
TURD. Brooklands Redwing 3/t tas 
‘seven! 155 


Teplick, reba 
‘Newer less than Thirty Cars in Stock 


Jeep 
1949/33 FracerNash Tele T. 
Three Months’ Written Guarantee, 


21 DALEHAM MEWS, BELSIZE LANE 


LONDON, N.W.3 (FinchieyRd.orBelsizePh-UndergroundStations) 


JENNINGS & JANE LTD. 
Cash Trade Suppliers 


Large rapidly changing stock of Motor Cars 
on hand and everything at the right price. 
Small profits taken for quick sale 


Ie will pay dealers and trade buyers to note this address— 


124 HOLLAND PARK AVENUE, W.II. 


"Phones: PARK 6301 and 5689 


W. JACOBS & SON 
CHIGWELL ROAD 


MILL GARAGE 


WANSstead 0660 
We specialize almost exclusively in_ repairs, 
spares and sales of M.G. and WOLSELEY cars. 


Largest stock of spares in the Eastern Counties 


SOUTH WOODFORD 
LONDON, E18 


| STOP PRESs! 


We have a LATE 1949 T.C. 
is in perfect condition. 


ALL FORMS OF 
M.G. TUNING 


STOCKS OF PRE-1937 
WOLSELEY SPARES 


Ie has had one owner, and | 
The price was | 


WB AMIAEN, 


CONCRETE GARAGE 


With the aid of a 2 
ano ely rc Temes de 


oorm s balling 
Ke ine Sa tet 
=a cS poi es 
ERNEST mais JN Avana LE Mimireo 


26 Colledve Rd., Holbrooks, COVENTRY. Tel.: 0745/6 


FREE DELIVERY 


Chiltern Cars 


of on Puoigosacud offer— 


1940 LAGONDA '¢ saloon, finished in 
‘dant Sluer wh dark "esther Ntphokery. 37,000 tlley, | owner 
Deauaiful’ order hroushour. tess 


Halire TEE. RILEY ex-A.A._ Baring 
recon ‘in August 1980, 


coupes 
Tite for free Ha and aa for Gerais of our exchaire 
7 DAYS" FREE TRIAL OFFER. 
BRITISH AND CONTINENTAL SPORTING CARS URGENTLY 
REQUIRED. 


11a WATER LANE, LEIGHTON BUZZARD, Bedlordshire. 
‘Telepbove: 2060. 


Don’t miss 
FOULIS’ 


latest 
best sellers 


‘Ask your bookseller 
to order them for you 
if he has no stock. 


EATON MOTORS 
offer 


1934  44-litre Lagonda fitted with special Vanden 
Plas foursome drophead coupé coachwork in ori- 
ginal and immaculate condition. Many extras, 
recently fitted with reconditioned Rapide engine, 
Car will exceed 100 m.ph. 


acrodynamic sports saloon 
This car has recently been rebuilt at a cost 
virtually new in every respect. 
Speed in excess of 100 m.p.h, Special Italian 
chromium wheels. £995 
Unused sinee repainted, 
special Singer 3-carburetter racing engine which is 
dead reliable. New battery. This is a very fine 
craft with seating for four. Complete with trailer 
and seen at any time in Kensington. For 
would do deal with Built in reverse 
especially to the design of Percy See, of Fareham. 


We wish co purchase good-condition sports cars. Horse-power: 
Mnnmmatertal but engine and chassis mune pase very keen scrutiny 


EATON MOTORS 


13a Adam and Eve Mews, Kensington High Street, 
London, W.8. “(Tel.: Western 4795) 


KILBURN TIME 


SAVES TIME ! ! 


HIRE PURCHASE ON THE SPOT 


PAY DEPOSIT -——_—_—_— 


AND DRIVE AWAY 


IN 10 MINS. 


200 USED CARS TO CHOOSE FROM, MOSTLY UNDER £400 
A FEW FROM STOCK 


1933 M.G. “J 2” sports two-seater; colour green with 
maroon leather upholstery. Very attractive; engine 
newly overhauled. 239 gns. 


1937 Rover 12 4-door de luxe sports saloon; colour 


black with brown leather upholstery. Immaculate. 
449 gns, 
1939 Standard & de luxe sun saloon; beautifully 


resprayed in blue with leather upholstery to match. 
Excellent chassis. 349 gns. 

1939 Austin 8 de luxe saloon; colour green with black 
wings, and brown leather upholstery. Immaculate. 
399 gns. 

1940 Standard 8 de luxe tourer; colour black with brown 

leather upholstery; mechanically sound, 


1939 Standard 8 foursome dro} 


1939 Austin 


1946 M.G. TC sports two-seater; colour black with green 


late. 
$99 gs. 
coupé; finished in 
Standard grey with blue leather upholstery. Very 
attractive. 329 gns. 


leather upholstery. Low mileage. 


1939 Morris 8 de luxe sun saloon; colour black with 


brown leather upholstery. Excellent appearance and 
mechanically sound. 399 gns. 


1939 Hillman Minx 4-door de luxe sun saloon; colour 


beige with brown leather upholstery. Exceptional, 
79 gns. 
10 4-door de luxe sun saloon; colour 
‘maroon with black wings and maroon leather up- 
holstery. Excellent appearance and good runner, 


299 gns. 399 gn, 
OTHER SPORTS CARS AVAILABLE AT OUR SEVEN KINGS SHOWROOMS, 773 HIGH ROAD, SEVEN KINGS—SEVEN KINGS 4066 


TOP WEIGHT GIVEN IN PART EXCHANGE FOR YOUR PRESENT CAR OR MOTOR CYCLE 


NO FORMALITIES — NO GUARANTORS — NO BUNKUM 
om RAYMOND WAY sno 
x waa KILBURN, N.W.6 gency 


KILBURM PARK (BAKERLOO LINE) 150 YARDS 


SIMMONS ef CROYDON 


(CROydon 1537) 


offer the following selection of thoroughbred sports cars 
from their stable 
ASTON MARTIN Inernationais, completly overhauled and receive 
‘Koned, guaramieed, cholce of tnree. ot 00-4950, 
seater, A0-sal, slab tack, new coachwork, D box, 
few, tonneas, new Dunlops, battery and. re 


rowed 
‘Dechamtcally thin 4} canna be" fauted" nod it i 100% im severy 
Pomible way guaranteed. ais. 
INVICTA T.T. Works car, 110 mph, d}ltre, 4-seater, etc. Geo. 
Field and “RM. Bloonfiekd. full weather equipment, raised cowl 
fold at. stub exhausts and’ hosts “ot extras. 100 miles cooly since 
returned trom Layualis, positively 100% in every respect, quarantced. 


LAGONDA stive, 4-veater tourer, lo absolutely original and perfect 


ENVICTA, 1928 3 Litre, 2-seater, with 
reconditioned searbon, 


BENTLEY Red Label, 3 Litre 1926, fitted 1930 ensine. Original and 
‘unmodified V.D.P- Touring body is Green. New hood and akdescree. 
S"owners only. Geoulne 83 m.p.h. Taxed March 


Readers are requested to bear in mind that I am 
interested in Alfas, Hispanos. Mercs, Isottas, Bentleys, 
Rolls, etc., for sale or part exchange always provided 
they are in good condition. 

Any vehicle advertised by this firm is a tally open to say 
that every posable faci oil be placed at thelr disposal 
every at 
to effect their complete satisfaction. 


TAMWORTH ROAD, WEST CROYDON 
(CROydon 1537) 


Open 10 am. to 1 p.m. SUNDAYS AND BANK 
HOLIDAYS. 


SPRINGBOK MOTORS 


141, 143 Green Lanes, Palmers Green, London, N.13 
BOWes Park 5740 


AUTOSPORT 


February 16, 1951 


For all sports spares, 
Secpenaee ete tees 
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AUTOSPORT 


< CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS—continued 


MISCELLANEOUS 


LION GARAGE, “The Alvis People," have 
Ainsy spor cary” ndusing lovey 1003. Sure 
Cratinental 


1 LAP, Twin, detivered late Sept. Never 
Pood. 92 bh. at 6300, Ths engine 


Always $0 Good Used Cats in Stock. 


ELITE MOTORS (Tooting), Lid, 
981/961 Garratt Lane, Tooting, S.WV.17. 
“Phone BALham 2474 (4 lined. 
“Grama Blitemou, "Toot, London, 


These and many others with three months” guarantee. 
Weare keen” buyers of high-tass, immaculate 


a Welwyn 


ELF DRIVE CAR HIRE. Prewar and post-war 
maintained in Srat-clus order. Prom £1 per 


UICK-LIFT JACKS made to order for $00 c<. 
racing cars, £5 cach——Don Parker, 1A. Sangora 
Road, SWil.” Battersea 7327 


WANTED URGENTLY 


Shee of 6 x 3.x 14 oF 16 G. SOFT Ahsniniuen 
10 Sheets of 6X 3x 17 oF 16 G. Halt-Hard 
Nuria | 


‘This material is required to finish a special fob, 
and a eenuine urgent need. Top price given: 
THE DROME GARAGE, 
$8 Prestom Street, Halme, Manchester 15. 
Tet: MOSS SIDE 1267 


KINGS AUTOS 


GUARANTEED 
USED MOTOR CARS 


on England's easiest 
Hire Purchase Terms 


1938 Daimler 18h.p. de luxe saloon £675 
1939 Morris Ten/4 saloon £435 

1939 Hillman Minx de luxe saloon £375 
1939 Austin 10 de luxe saloon £335 


1938 Vauxhall Fourteen de luxe saloon 
£385, 


1936 Riley 1M-litre Kestrel Sprite £375 
1935 Riley 1A-litre Faleon £235 

1934 Riley Nine Monaco saloon £225 
1935 Hillman Minx saloon £195 

1938 Ford 8 saloon £295 

1937 Ford 8 saloon £225 

1936 Austin Seven Ruby saloon £235 
1934 Austin Fourteen saloon £145 
1932 Riley Nine saloon £155 


723, 725, 727. HIGH 


ROAD. 
SEVEN KINGS, ILFORD. ESSEX 


Open daily 9 am. to 8 pm. 
Telephone: Seven Kings 3536-3537 


February 16, 1951 


NORTON 500 cc. Tyre 16 Hi engine. Lucas 
‘maz. Also Norton gear tox, all in sound 
condition. “Oflers—Box 359. 

SOLID drawn sicel tubes, bright and HLT. steel 
oars, light alloys, ee., from stockists. C, $. 
Harbour, ‘Syon Hil Garage, Great West Road, 
Inieworth, Middx. 


VIVIAN GRAY, The Motor Enthusiast” Book 


Witre Meadows engine to ft 1939 Lagonda, 
Staner and dynamo, no mag. $,000 miles 
aporox.—Wentley, 25 Stoke Road, Leighton Burzard, 


News from the Clubs—contd. 


KENTISH BORDER CAR CLUB 

Annual Dinner and Dance 

‘ Friday, %h February, the 
Oksec held their dinner and 
dance at Chiesman’s Restaurant, 
Lewisham. The function was well 
supported, and several well-known 
trials exponents were among those 


present. The toast of “The Presi- 
dent” was by K. R. W. 
Shackel, and Sidney Allard, who 


holds that august office, responded 
in humorous vein. “The Club and 
Officers” was A. Rumfitt’s proposi- 
tion, and David Greig’s reply was 
brief but to the point. S. C. H. 
Bowyer then did the honours for 
“The Visitors”, and John Bolster 
answered on their behalf. Mrs. 
Allard presented the numerous 
trophies won during the 1950 
season, and the rest of the evening 
was devoted to dancing. 


SERVICES ~~ 
SUPPLIES 


=—— & SPARES 


P. A. ATKINSON 
KING'S HEATH PARK GARAGE 


for Competition Tuning 


ALL CLASSES OF SPORTS CARS OVERHAULED 
CARS PREPARED ey Poe TRIALS AND 
INTS 


3, Avenue Road, King's Heath, Birmingham 
Tel: Highbury 


M.G. & FIAT SPARES SPECIALISTS 


Manufacturers of 


BUCKET SEATS, WI 


159 LONDON Ri 


til body Ballding requisites, 


KINGSTON-ON-THAMES 


GALLAY... 
RADIATORS - FUEL TANKS & Ol COOLERS 
have been used successfully for many years 


CONSULT US ON ALL PROBLEMS 


GALLAY LTD.. 


Scrubs Lane, Willesden, London, N.W.10 
Associated with DELANEY GALLAY Ltd. 
LADbroke 3644 


SOLELY MG. CARS - - - SALES & SERVICE 


TOULMIN MOTORS 


@ Reconditioned engines for all models from stock. @ Spares (or all 
Spe: of MG. available. Dynamos, sariers and all electrics also 


The Roundabout, Henworth, Feltham, Middx. 


MERCURY MOTORS 


BYRon 2057 
ALWAYS HAVE a varied selection 
of MORGAN THREE - WHEELERS 
and Sports Cars 

HLP, Terms on all Cars Exchanges with pleasure 


383 Northolt Road M 
SOUTH HARROW 


MAYFAIR GARAGES LTD. 


bold the largest stock of 


Gato 
Send for car list and copy of Autocar/Moror Road Test Report, also 
list of ‘reconditioned assemblies and. various Plat trimmings and 
sctextorien not Feadily available chewhete 
MAYFAIR GARAGES LTD, 
Fiat 


by skilled mechanics. 
(opp. Selfridues clock) Mayfair, W.1. 
“MA viaie 304) 8. 


ror LrpJeX” REPLACEMENTS and 
WINDSCREEN ASSEMBLIES 


D. W. PRICE «ito. 


NEASDEN LANE, N.W.10 | CULMORE ROAD, S.B.15 
s NEW CROSS 3856 


TANCRED ST., TAUNTON 
TAUNTON 2993 


NOW ! a FOLDING Caravan 


A full-size, four-berth canvan which, ficen minute, folde 
linia litte moore than four foot cube and ‘weighs, all up, less than 
ie? Ask for the FOLDA-WAY teal and sce for your 
FOLDA-WAY. CARAVANS solve the pace 
sacl the caorags problem wos, for cars even os sail 
andthe price) Far lew than. you would expect 

‘Write for that leaflet to- 


FO LDA-WAY Caravans 


TRAILCAR Engineering Co. Ltd. Factory Centre, 
Birmingham, 30 - - - ~ Kings Norton 3118 


WANTED for spot cash 
CARS of ALL TYPES 


Hours of Business 
WEEKDAYS 
SATURDAYS 
9 ult? 


HAMPSTEAD HIGH ST., LONDON, N.W.3 
(HAMPSTEAD TUBE) HAMPSTEAD 6041 (10 lines) 


SOME 
FOLLOW 


G.P. 


RACING 


OTHERS 


THE 


"5300's | 


FOR REALLY TOPICAL 


NEws on ALL 


MOTOR RACING READ 


BRITAIN’S MOTOR SPORTING WEEKLY 


